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	Title
	Operate hand points within a railway system

	Level
	3
	Credits
	3


	Purpose
	People credited with this unit standard are able to: prepare for the operation of hand points; operate hand points; and demonstrate knowledge of risks associated with the operation of hand points.


	Classification
	Rail Transport > Rail Operations


	Available grade
	Achieved


Guidance Information
1
Assessment against this unit standard must be carried out within the context of an organisation operating under a current, valid Rail Licence issued in accordance with the provisions of the Railways Act 2005.  The organisation’s operating rules, codes, and instructions, referred to in this unit standard, are those the organisation has in place to meet the requirements of the Rail Licence.

2
Legislation relevant to this unit standard includes:
Health and Safety at Work Act 2015.

Railways Act 2005 and subsequent amendments.
3
Range
Hand points may include but are not limited to – throw over points, spring points, high column switch stands, and national points;


evidence is required for the operation of at least one type of hand points.

4
Definition


Organisational procedures refer to documents that include: operating rules, codes, instructions, and practices; equipment operating instructions; documented quality management systems; and health and safety requirements.
5
Assessment information


All activities and evidence must be in accordance with organisation procedures.
Outcomes and performance criteria
Outcome 1

Prepare for the operation of hand points.

Performance criteria

1.1
Personal safety equipment is used.
Range
may include but is not limited to – footwear, high visibility clothing, hearing protection, hard hat.

1.2
Points are visually checked for obstructions.

1.3
Any obstructions are cleared safely.
1.4
Mechanical fault checks are performed and reported.
Range
may include but is not limited to – anti-slip mats, missing pins and bolts, damage to spreader bar, damage to blades.
Outcome 2

Operate hand points.

Performance criteria

2.1
Points are operated.
2.2
Points are visually checked to ensure blades are in correct position for required train movement.

Range
facing, trailing.

Outcome 3

Demonstrate knowledge of risks associated with the operation of hand points.
Performance criteria
3.1
Risks and their implications for the operation of hand points are described.

3.2
The implication of direction of travel on the setting of hand points is explained.

Range
facing, trailing.
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