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Level 2 Classical Studies 2023
91203 Examine socio-political life in the classical world

Credits: Six

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Examine socio-political life in the 
classical world.

Examine, in-depth, socio-political life in 
the classical world.

Examine, with perception, socio-political 
life in the classical world.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should answer ONE of the questions in this booklet.

If you need more room for your answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–11 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.
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of gaining an NZQA qualifi cation or award.
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Marker commentary 

One M5 

The candidate has an informed and detailed (correctly used dates and names) 
response that links the conflict between Julius Caesar and the Roman Senate. 
Use of quotes is relevant to the point being made, although not really 
explained. For an M6 more detail could have been provided about the battles 
of Phillipi or Actium. 

Missing from the response is any perception or insight. While the impacts are 
mostly short term, and the long-term consequence of the founding of the 
Roman Empire is mentioned, no understanding of why these conflicts 
mattered in a wider cultural context is explained. For instance, underlying 
reasons why the Republic collapsed into an Empire are never discussed, or 
how Octavian managed to create the Empire while maintaining the illusion of 
the Republic. Likewise, Caesar’s death given more context by the struggle 
between the populares and optimates might have produced the necessary 
insight. 
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