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91180  Examine the effects of formal elements of art works
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QUESTION BOOKLET

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Examine the effects of formal elements 
of art works.

Examine in-depth the effects of formal 
elements of art works.

Examine perceptively the effects of 
formal elements of art works.

You should attempt ONE question from this booklet.

Write your answer in Answer Booklet 91180A.

Check that this booklet has pages 2 – 16 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MAY KEEP THIS BOOKLET AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.

For copyright reasons, the resources in this booklet cannot be reproduced here.



INSTRUCTIONS

There are six questions in this booklet, two for each of the following areas of study: 
• Aspects of Gothic Art 1120–1420
• Towards Modernism 1780–1900
• Aotearoa and the Pacific 1800–1950.

Answer ONE question from ONE area of study. Answer BOTH parts of your chosen question.

Support your answer with evidence from the plates provided.

The definition below may help you. 

Write your answer in Answer Booklet 91180A.

DEFINITION

Effects of formal elements of art works may include, but are not limited to: 
• expressive effects, effects of texture, effects of movement, effects related to scale
• effects on the viewer – effects on the viewer’s thoughts and / or emotions and / or senses.
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ASPECTS OF GOTHIC ART 1120–1420

EITHER: QUESTION ONE

Refer to Plates 1 and 2 to answer this question. Support your answer with evidence from the plates.

(a) Describe the effects created by composition and design in each of these buildings.

(b) Explain the importance of these effects in relation to the purpose of each building.

Plate 1: Westminster Abbey (north front), London, England, 13th century (with 19th-century 
alterations to doorways), limestone, sandstone, glass
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Plate 2: Bodiam Castle (front entrance), East Kent, England, 1385–1388, sandstone
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OR: QUESTION TWO

Refer to Plates 3 and 4 to answer this question. Support your answer with evidence from the plates.

(a) Describe the effects created by the treatment of space and composition in each of these art works.

(b) Explain the importance of these effects in telling a religious story.

Plate 3: Last Supper, Chartres Cathedral, Chartres, France, 13th century, stained glass
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Plate 4: Duccio, Last Supper, tempera and gold on wood, 1308–1311, 50 × 53 cm



8

TOWARDS MODERNISM 1780–1900

OR: QUESTION THREE

Refer to Plates 5 and 6 to answer this question. Support your answer with evidence from the plates.

(a) Describe the effects created by technique and composition in each of these art works.

(b) Explain the importance of these effects in each artist’s treatment of the subject matter.

Plate 5: Vincent van Gogh, Flowering Plum Tree (after Hiroshige), 1887, oil on canvas, 
55 × 46 cm
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Plate 6: Mary Cassatt, The Letter, 1890–1891, drypoint and aquatint on laid paper,  
35 × 23 cm
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OR: QUESTION FOUR

Refer to Plates 7 and 8 to answer this question. Support your answer with evidence from the plates.

(a) Describe the effects created by the decorative detail and composition in each of these art works.

(b) Explain the importance of these effects in the artist’s and the architect’s treatment of neo-classical 
and neo-gothic subject matter.

Plate 7: Jacques-Louis David, Mars Being Disarmed by Venus, 1824, oil on canvas, 
308 × 265 cm
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Plate 8: George Gilbert Scott, The Midland Grand Hotel, St Pancras, London, England, 
1868–1877, brick and masonry, and iron 
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AOTEAROA AND THE PACIFIC 1800–1950

OR: QUESTION FIVE

Refer to Plates 9 and 10 to answer this question. Support your answer with evidence from the plates.

(a) Describe the effects created by the treatment of space, and painting technique, in each of these art 
works.

(b) Explain the importance of these effects in each artist’s depiction of the church in the landscape.

Plate 9: John Kinder, St Paul’s, Auckland, 1856, watercolour wash, 25.2 × 35.5 cm
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Plate 10: William A. Sutton, Nor’wester in the cemetery, 1950, oil on canvas, 151.7 × 182.2 cm
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OR: QUESTION SIX

Refer to Plates 11 and 12 to answer this question. Support your answer with evidence from the plates.

(a) Describe the effects created by the treatment of ornamentation and form in each of these buildings.

(b) Explain the importance of these effects in projecting an image of justice in nineteenth-century court 
buildings.

Plate 11: Edward Rumsey, Supreme Court, 
Auckland, 1865–1868, brick, limestone 
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Plate 12: Forrester and Lemon, Court House, Oamaru, 1882–1883, Oamaru stone
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