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Level 1 Social Studies 2020
91041 Describe consequences of cultural change(s)

9.30 a.m. Wednesday 9 December 2020 
Credits: Four

RESOURCE BOOKLET

Refer to this booklet to answer the questions for Social Studies 91041.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–13 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MAY KEEP THIS BOOKLET AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.
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CULTURAL CHANGE FROM YOUTH PARTICIPATION IN SOCIETY

INTRODUCTION: Teens – from silence to loud speakers

The teenager is one of the more unusual inventions of the 20th century. Humans have been 
turning 13 for tens of thousands of years, but only recently did it occur to anybody that this 
was a special thing, or that the bridge between childhood and adulthood deserved its own 
name. In 1900, the teenager wasn’t a relevant category – you were a child, then you got a job 
and you were an adult – children were to be ‘seen and not heard’.

 

  
 
 

 
In half a century, teenagers went from being a new classification of awkward youth to a 
valuable consumer demographic, and a worthy topic of research. Teenagers are the market’s 
neophiles (lovers of new things) – the group most likely to accept a new musical sound, a new 
clothing fashion, or a new technology trend. For adults, especially those with power and 
money, the rules are what keep you safe. When you’re young, every rule is illegitimate until 
proven otherwise. It is precisely because they have so little to lose from the way things are that 
young people will continue to be a motivating force for cultural change in society.
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RESOURCE A: Understanding Generation Z
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RESOURCE B: You can change the world

A member of Juventud por el Clima (Youth for Climate) in 
Tomelloso, Spain.

Teenagers and young people today have been labelled the ‘Snowflake Generation’. It is meant to 
be a criticism – that teens are weak and take offence too easily – but this labelling can be seen 
as positive and powerful. Snowflakes are individual; they are unique and complicated; they are 
amazing and when they join together, they form an avalanche – a disruption.

 
 

 
 

 

Academics are on the side of the teens. Frances E. Jensen, a neurologist at the University 
of Pennsylvania, explains: “Teenage brains have more connections than adult ones, which 
makes them highly impressionable. It’s a period of huge opportunity.” Professor Sarah-Jayne 
Blakemore, in her book Inventing Ourselves: The Secret Life of the Teenage Brain, writes that 
adolescents have a greater capacity for change than adults because their brains are developing. 
She says: “Adolescence is a time of heightened creativity and novel thinking, energy, and 
passion.”

Many people think 
teenagers are just kids, 
but we care about
the future and we need
to start showing what
we want.

Josie

  

Never underestimate the
power of young people.
We have a voice, 
we have time to learn.

Imani
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CONSEQUENCES AND CONTRASTING POINTS OF VIEW OF 
THE CULTURAL CHANGE

RESOURCE C: Youth activism

Who is Greta Thunberg, the teenage climate activist?
One day in late August 2018, Greta Thunberg took up position outside Sweden’s parliament for 
the first time. She held a simple sign, black letters on a whiteboard, that said “School Strike for 
Climate”.

 
 

 

As thousands of students protest in major global cities, here’s a look at what we know about the 
teenager who started it all.

How did she get involved in protesting?
She says she first learned about climate change when she was eight and couldn’t understand 
why people weren’t taking action. 
In May 2018, Thunberg won a climate change essay competition in a local newspaper. Three 
months later, she decided to start protesting in front of the Swedish parliament building, 
vowing to continue until the government met the carbon emissions target set out by world 
leaders in Paris in 2015.

How did her protests grow into a global movement?
After she was pictured outside the Swedish 
parliament building with her sign, the 
teenager’s protests went viral on social 
media.

 

 

 
 

 
In April 2019, she made an appearance at the Extinction Rebellion protests in London, telling 
the crowd: “For way too long, the politicians and the people in power have gotten away with 
not doing anything. We will make sure that politicians will not get away with it for any longer.”

Swedish teenager Greta Thunberg started a climate 
change protest that grew into a global movement of 
millions.
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RESOURCE D: Different views

British TV personality called out by his own daughter over Greta Thunberg rant
Jeremy Clarkson has been told off by his own daughter for lashing out at Greta Thunberg, 
whom Emily Clarkson calls a “ballsy-as teenager out there changing the world”.

 
 

 

But the insulting tone of Clarkson's words drew fierce backlash – including from his 25-year-
old daughter. “Wouldn't it be nice if all middle-aged blokes could talk to and about Greta, the 
ballsy-as teenager out there changing the world, like this,” she tweeted, with a link to a gushy 
tweet about Greta from 53-year-old English comedian John Bishop.
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RESOURCE E: Youth entrepreneurship

Youth no barrier for Kiwis in Forbes’ 30 Under 30 Asia list
Six New Zealanders were recognised as game changers in Forbes’ annual 30 Under 30 Asia 
(2019) list. 
The annual list highlights young entrepreneurs from around the world who have made their 
mark on their respective industries and included Grammy-winning musician Kimbra and 
social entrepreneur Ezekiel Raui, among others. 
Florence Van Dyke, a former triathlete and corporate lawyer who was recognised for 
innovation in the arts for New Zealand’s first solar-powered juice company, said youth had 
made her a little less fearful, although experience may have helped avoid mistakes.

  
 

 

 

The other New Zealand young entrepreneurs on the list were:
• Ezekiel Raui,  

 
 

 
 

• Elinor Swery,  
 

 

• Kimbra Lee Johnson,  
 

• Lewis Gyson,  

• Ben Forman,  

Ezekiel Raui, then 20, receives a Young Leaders Award 
from Queen Elizabeth II during a ceremony in the 
Ballroom at Buckingham Palace in June 2018.
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Gen Zers want to fulfil their potential

The advantage of youth

“I was recently asked to speak at the New Zealand’s Entrepreneurs Festival about youth in 
business.

 
 

 
 

 

My generation, Gen Z, has proved to be the most tech-savvy and entrepreneurial-minded 
generation the world has ever seen.”

Rachel Ji, the founder of consultancy business, YouthXCo (2017)
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RESOURCE F: Starting young

The myth of the young entrepreneur
Entrepreneurs are people involved in 
designing, launching, and running a new 
business. 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 
 

 
 

Among those who have started a firm, older 
entrepreneurs have a substantially higher 
success rate, and the probability of extreme 
startup success rises with age, at least until 
the late 50s. Although there are many other 
factors that may explain the age advantage 
in entrepreneurship, HBR found that work 
experience plays a critical role.

Being ready

“Being 28 and owning four businesses myself, I do think starting a business too young can be 
a tough road. 

 
 

 

 

If that doesn’t sound like fun right now, maybe you need to be carefree for a few years more 
before starting your own company.”

Toss Grumley, the owner of business advisory Wolf & Fox (2018)

The average age of people who founded
the highest-growth startups is 45.

29 and
younger

30–39

40–49

50–59

60 and
older

Note: The top 1% of startups by growth are considered
“highest growth”. Source: ”Age and High-Growth 
Entrepreneurship”, by Pierre Azoulay et al., NBER, April 2018 

0% 10% 20% 30%
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SHIFTS IN ATTITUDE OR PRACTICE

RESOURCE G: Rise in global youth activism for climate change, older generations 
follow their lead

In 2019 across the globe, millions join biggest climate protest ever
Young and old alike took to the streets in an estimated 185 countries to demand action.

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

What began as a protest march made up of 
people too young to vote, quickly became a global 
movement as adults recognised the importance 
of the message being voiced by youth activists 
and began to follow their lead. And while it 
is important that the concerns of the next 
generation are heard, it is the pressure that adults 
put on their governments, through the power of 
their votes, that will be the key to forcing them to 
make real changes.

Protests in Melbourne.

Students block Queen Street in Auckland during 
the second Climate Strike.
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RESOURCE H: Increased recognition and growth for companies run by young people

What making Forbes’ 30 Under 30 list can do for a business
Since making it on Forbes’ 30 Under 30 list (in 
the Asia-Oceania category) in 2019, Florence 
Van Dyke, co-founder of Nelson drinks company 
Chia Sisters, has been fielding business offers 
from Germany, Taiwan, China, and Australia.

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Unfiltered founder Jake Millar made Forbes’ 30 Under 30 list of individuals in education to 
watch in the North America category in 2018, along with his business partner Yuuki Ogino.

 

 
 

“One multibillionaire in particular read about us in Forbes, which helped secure a 90-minute 
exclusive interview with him.”

Florence Van Dyke’s phone has been running hot 
since making the Forbes 30 Under 30 list.
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