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91010 Apply concepts and basic geographic skills to
demonstrate understanding of a given environment
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RESOURCE A: Introducing Hoi An, Vietnam

Location of Hoi An, Vietnam

Aerial view of Hoi An and the
Thu Bon River.
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Some of the yellow buildings in the ‘Ancient Town’.

One of the many pagodas where people worship.

One of the many family-run tailor shops.

The ‘Ancient Town’ is lit up at night by thousands of
lanterns.

Traque Garden, a traditional Vietnamese farm.

A traditional food, banh xeo, made using rice flour.
Hoi An’s street food is world-famous.

RESOURCE B: Topographic map of Hoi An

4

Key

5

6

RESOURCE C: Hoi An tourism, 2014 to 2019

Visitor Numbers to Hoi An 2014–2019
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Income generated by tourism in Hoi An 2014–2019
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Waste generated by tourism in Hoi An 2014–2019

30 000
25 000
Tonnes

20 000
15 000
10 000
5 000
0

2014

2015

2016

Year

2017

2018

2019

7

RESOURCE D: Perspectives on tourism in Hoi An

Farming has been in my family for generations. We now offer tours
of the rice farm where we share our farming skills with people from
other cultures. We teach tourists our ways – from planting, harvesting,
and riding buffalo through to cooking a traditional meal called
banh xeo using rice flour.
Loc Tran,
rice farmer from
Traque Garden

The temple near our farm is also a favourite with tourists who are
interested in our Buddhist religion. We enjoy sharing our ways very
much, and the tourists seem to enjoy their work on the farm.

Hoi An is a treasure. I have travelled all around the world and can
honestly say this place is unique. The ‘Ancient Town’ is like a time
capsule into a bygone era. The buildings are beautiful and the food is
amazing. It was also great getting our clothing tailor-made, and the
shop owners are so friendly.
Rebecca Colman,
tourist from
New Zealand

Mario Rossi,
tourist from Italy

I enjoyed the fact that scooters were banned in the ‘Ancient Town’
during the day as this made it far easier and less dangerous for us to
walk around. The Buddhist temples and pagodas are so impressive and
it’s cool how they let you visit them. We were very happy during our
stay in Hoi An.

I came here 5 years ago, and since then there has been a lot of change.
Hoi An is still beautiful, but it has way too many tourists. It is hard to
walk along the street without bumping into people. The cost of things
in the restaurants and shops has increased a lot. The price for getting
a dress made for my wife has doubled. I kept getting pressured to buy
things from shop owners as I walked past. It feels as though the place
has lost its charm and is becoming too expensive.

There has been a huge change in my city. We used to be able to cope
with the tourist numbers, but now there are large buses everywhere,
which block roads. I feel like our town has been taken over, and we are
losing our way of life.

Anh Luc,
local from Hoi An

We’re not allowed to drive our scooters into the ‘Ancient Town’ during
the day, which has made getting around more difficult. The
Thu Bon River is starting to get very polluted, particularly with plastic
bags, and it’s becoming unpleasant to walk along the banks of the
river.
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