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INSTRUCTIONS

Read the passage below, and answer ALL the questions in English, except where a response in
Latin is specified.

The main parts of the words used in this passage, together with their meanings, are listed in
alphabetical order in the vocabulary booklet.

The passage is repeated on pages 4 and 6 so that you will not need to turn back to this page.

Claudius becomes the emperor of Rome

Claudius is proclaimed emperor of Rome after Gaius is assassinated. Many years later he dies in
mysterious circumstances.

Claudius quinquagesimo anno imperator factus est mirabili casu. post caedem Gaii,
exclusus ex atrio ab insidiatoribus in diaetam recesserat; non multo post, tumultu
exterritus, prorepsit ad solarium proximum interque vela foribus praetenta se
condidit. forte miles discurrens, animadversis pedibus, eum latentem extraxit. miles,
cum cognovisset quis esset, metuens ad genua accidit et eum imperatorem salutavit. 5

Claudius, hinc abductus, a militibus lecticae impositus et in castra delatus est. tristis
ac trepidus, innocens miseranti turbae poenas daturus esse visus est. receptus intra
vallum, inter excubias militum pernoctavit, aliquanto minore spe quam fiducia. postero
die omnes milites passus est se imperatorem salutare promisitque singulis multa milia

denariorum, ut favorem conciliaret. 10

convenit quidem Claudium veneno occisum esse.  alii dixerunt venenum datum esse ei
epulanti in arce per Halotum praegustatorem. alii dixerunt domestico convivio uxorem
Agrippinam obtulisse boletum medicatum Claudio avidissimo ciborum talium. multi
dixerunt eum, hausto veneno, statim obmutuisse et excruciatum doloribus per noctem
totam prope lucem defecisse. 15

QUESTION ONE

(@) (i) Quote and translate the Latin phrase that indicates how old Claudius was when he
obtained power.

(i)  To where had Claudius first retreated?
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(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(iif)

3

Under what circumstances had he done this?

Describe what his fear caused him to do.

Who discovered him and how?

(i)

(ii)

(i)

(ii)

What THREE actions did the person who discovered him take?
1.
2.

3.

Write the Latin word that shows this person’s state of mind.

What tense and mood is esset (line 5)?
Tense:

Mood:

Explain why this mood has been used here.
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10

15

QUESTION TWO

(@) () How was Claudius taken to the camp?

(i)  Quote and translate the TWO Latin words that describe Claudius’ emotions as he was
being taken to the camp.

1.

2.

(b) (i) Describe the crowd’s reaction when they saw him.

(i)  Why did they react this way?
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(c) (i) Where did he spend the night?

(i)  Explain what happened the next day.

(d) (i) Describe what Claudius promised.

(i)  Why did he make this promise?

(e) (i) What case and number is militum (line 8)?
Case:

Number:

(i)  Explain why this case has been used here.
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10

15

QUESTION THREE

(@) Quote and translate the TWO Latin phrases for the possible locations of Claudius’ death.
1.
2.

(b) (i) Describe how Agrippina allegedly administered poison to Claudius.

(i)  Give details of the other person who might have poisoned him.

(c) Explain the effects of the poison on Claudius.
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(d)

(e)

From Paragraphs 2 and/or 3 identify TWO aspects of Claudius’ character. For each aspect,
explain how Claudius’ actions showed this characteristic.

Aspect 1:

Explanation:

Aspect 2:

Explanation:

(i) Identify an infinitive in the third paragraph.

(i)  What is the tense of this infinitive?

(i)  What is the voice of this infinitive?
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