
No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.
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Merit exemplar for Horticulture 90924 2014 Total score 16 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 M6 

In order for this student to have moved from M6 to E7, they would have needed to include 
a clearer description on the effect of weed management practices on the public. The 
student would need to describe and justify how their statements ‘environmentally friendly’ 
and ‘spray drift’ affect the public. 

2 M5 

Although the student showed an understanding, that by removing dead-heads the rose 
can use its energy for producing more flowers, they did not give an in-depth explanation 
as to why this is the case. The statement concerning ‘restoring’ dead heads’ is incorrect. 
The student did not discuss the link between dead heads and their being an entry point 
for disease and spread of disease. The term ‘pesticide or herbicide’ is incorrect for the 
control of disease; instead, the term should be ‘fungicide’. 

3 M5 

In order for this student to move from Merit to Excellence, they would need to have 
formed a deeper discussion on how the environment and plant physiology has been 
altered by the shelterbelt. The student repeats the word ‘protects’ often, but there is little 
justification on how shelterbelts affect fruit quality. Spray drift is reduced by the presence 
of shelterbelts; however, the use of the concepts ‘protection of the plants from unwanted 
chemicals’ and ‘too much sun’ are not the purpose of a shelterbelt. 
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