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Level 3 Biology, 2015
91603  Demonstrate understanding of the responses of 

plants and animals to their external environment

2.00 p.m. Monday 23 November 2015 
Credits: Five

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Demonstrate understanding of the 
responses of plants and animals to their 
external environment.

Demonstrate in-depth understanding of 
the responses of plants and animals to 
their external environment.

Demonstrate comprehensive 
understanding of the responses of 
plants and animals to their external 
environment.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should attempt ALL the questions in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet and 
clearly number the question.

Check that this booklet has pages 2 – 12 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.

Excellence

23

No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.























 
Excellence 
exemplar for 
91603 2015  

Total score  23  

Q  Grade score  Annotation  

1  E8 

This is a near perfect answer with the candidate showing a clear 
logical progression through the question, taking account of the 
scaffolded bullet points in the question. The adaptive advantages of 
the behaviours are comprehensively explained and comparisons 
made between them, as well as indicationg the increased survival 
and reproduction which result in the inheritance of the favourable 
alleles in future generations.  

2  E8  

There is a thorough unpacking of the question, with clear links made 
between the different behaviours showing how a combination 
provides adaptive value to the gannets. The candidate has used 
clear biological language and shows good structure through their 
answering of the different points in the question.  

3  E7  

The candidate uses relevant data from the question to 
comprehensively compare the relationships between the birds and 
fuchsias in both sites. If more detail had been given on either the 
significance of lower pollen scores in the hermaphrodite plants, or 
the exact nature of competition between bird species, then this 
candidate could have reached E8.   




