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Low Merit exemplar 2016 

Subject: Japanese Standard: 90893 Total score: 16 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 M5 

This candidate is showing a clear understanding of some of the text. While 
some of the details are incorrect – colours, grandmother, eating soba at the 
restaurant for instance – on the whole they are consistently at a Merit level. 
There is starting to be some sense of understanding of implied meanings – for 
instance talking about the dance being for people who haven’t worn Japanese 
clothes before. To get to M6 level, the candidate would need to have shown a 
clearer understanding of MOST of the information. 

2 M6 

This answer is very clear, and shows that the student has understood the 
meaning of the text. In order to get to E7 this student would need to have had 
the inference as well – ie, that Takeshi wants to go for a walk so is happy to 
take Grandma’s dog, and that he hasn’t yet eaten fish and chips in NZ which is 
why Angela suggests it for lunch. 

3 M5 

In this answer, the student has an overall clear understanding of the text, but 
does have some inconsistencies. For instance, in parts (b) and (c) the student 
has given some of the information required for merit, and the answer for part 
(a) apart from the incorrect date is very well written. In part (d) however, the 
student has not understood so well, although they have some lexical items 
and some accurate information. Over the whole question, the student has 
answered at M5 more consistently than A4 or M6. 
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QUESTION ONE 

(a) Who would be interested in announcement 1? Why? What should they do? 
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(b) Explain what people can do at the event in announcement 2. What should they do if they are 
interested? 
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(c) Who should respond to announcement 3? What should someone do if announcement 3 

applies to them? 
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(d) What important information is given in announcement 4? What should someone do if they 
can help? L:$?J:'i t.:J:'il'-'i 
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High Merit exemplar 2016 

Subject: Japanese Standard: 90893 Total score: 18 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 M6 

This candidate has shown a very clear understanding of the text overall. While 
some small details are incorrect – eg the grandmother instead of the aunt (this 
was a very common error, even with native speaker students), 4 pm for the 
information centre closing instead of 5 pm, on the whole they have given all 
relevant information, and are starting to use some nuance eg the restaurant 
worker has KINDLY given the phone to the information centre. However, there 
was not enough of this inference level information to gain E7. 

2 M6 

Again, this question was answered very clearly and with a lot of detail. 
However, the inference level information is again not consistent enough to be 
at E7. In part (b) there is no reference to taking the dog walking at the beach, 
and why he is taking the dog there – this information would have been enough 
to gain E7 for this student. 

3 M6 

The candidate has answered very consistently at M6 level over all 4 parts of 
this question. While there are some excellence level moments in the answers, 
eg the father being tired (from work – NOT from too much shopping), this is 
not consistent and over the whole question the student is more consistently at 
a high Merit level. 

 

  




