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Introduction 
 
The context I chose to write is a website about a pet dog called Chloe created by myself. Some of the 
elements including colour, lines, repetition, and contrast were used in this website. I am planning on 
talking about the use of elements in this context along with other websites that I took reference on 
when I was creating this website like www.subway.co.nz . I also compared my website in the middle 
of making this website with websites mentioned above to see how they seamlessly combined every 
elements together in their website . 
 

 

 

  

 



 

Colour 
Color is an element of visual language that people process before they are consciously aware of it. It 
‘pops out’ at viewers in the early stages of vision. Different colours can have different meanings. A 
lighter colour usually have a positive emotion promoting and darker colour usually have a negative 
emotion promoting. For example, red represents angry, blue represents sadness and black 
represents evil(1). Colours can be matched with other elements to create some effects.  

 

In my web design, I used the colour dark mint green as the colour for my content area, I used dark 
blue as the colour for my background and I used white for the word colour in my website. 

 

Mint green has been designer’s favourite colour lately(2). By using the trending colour, the website will 
be more fashionable because it got the colour we’ve been in love with.  

I chose mint green also because the colour green can make people feel comforting. I want my 
website to be a comfortable website to read content about Chloe the Dog(3). 

 

since using mint green is more fashionable, more people will be attracted to looking at the website 
based on the colour it uses. Users tend to choose colours that they like and trending because they 
feel more connected. Having the colour that everyone loves can attract more people to use the 
website.  

I chose white as the word colour because if i use black as the word colour, the word will blend with 
the mint green background. To keep the contents in the website readable, I have to use white as the 
word colour to keep the readability. 

 

Using repetition as an element in your web design demonstrate good web design practise because it 
helps to uniform your website making it consistent and tidier to use. User prefered to use website that 
is tidy so that it is easy to use.  

The element have increased the quality of the website a lot because putting colours into the website 
can make the website look more vibrant making the website looks interesting. 

Using colour as an element in your web design demonstrate good web practise because nothing’s 
better than looking at colourful website. Each colour we have represents a different meaning. 
Creators who use various colours can attract the user’s attention and patient. The creator also don’t 
have to put too much words into the content area because colour can replace some words used to 
describe emotions. 

 

 



 

Most website nowadays have put colors in their websites and there are many famous ones many 
people know. One of them will be google.com. 

 
They’ve put different colours on their logo including blue, red, yellow and green. These colours are 
mostly primary colours which are the colours that looks vibrant. Having that much colour makes the 
website looks young and energetic.  

 
 
 
 
 
Repetition 
Repetition typically shows up on websites as repeated visual elements that appear throughout the 
pages on the site. Elements that can be repeated with effectiveness are colors, shapes, textures, 
fonts, typography, graphics, images, videos, spatial relationships, line thicknesses, headers, footers, 
navigation, sidebars, widgets, and on. The use of regular or irregular, even, or uneven elements can 
be utilized, as long as they are deployed in a uniform manner. Components can also be repeated in a 
gradation or progression state, where elements either get larger or small as they are repeated(4). 

 
 

 

In my web design, I repeated everything except the content on each page. I repeated using the same 
font for the content area, the same header, navigation and footer. I also repeated the colour for the 
content area and the background colour for all 4 pages on this website.  

Consistency is gained from the repetition of similar elements such as navigation sections that remain 
in the same location as you go from one page another. This helps the visitor feel comfortable that 
each page will respond with similar functionality and maintains equilibrium throughout the online 
experience(5). It also creates an identity for the company behind the website because the repetition 
they have on usually is around a theme, a feeling that the company have. User can feel the theme 
the website is repeating and that will become a part of what the user feel to the company by their 
website. 

 



 

Repetition also gives your visitors a sense of site recognition and consistency. Using a repeated logo 
and keeping the headings, fonts, colors, sizes and styles the same across all pages adds a repetitive 
continuity that enhances the flow of the website(6). With a better flow, the user can find the content it 
needs in a shorter time. Repetition makes user familiar with the repeated part so that users can know 
a specific element that have been repeated. User can instantly know what those element is about 
and know more about the whole structure of the website. 

The element have increased the quality of the website a lot because the consistency your web design 
have changes users first impression of your website and the company behind. With consistency, 
user’s first impression will feel like this website is tidy and have a good first impression on your 
website. 

Using repetition as an element in your web design demonstrate good web design practise because it 
helps to uniform your website making it consistent and tidier to use. User prefered to use website that 
is tidy so that it is easy to use.  

Most website nowadays have repeated some element in their websites and there are many famous 
ones many people know. One of them will be apple.com. 

 

 

As we can see apple repeated their header with navigation and footer. They kept the same header 
and footer in the same position with the same font, font size, alignment and background colour. They 
also kept using their own font creation throughout the whole website.  They do that because they 

their user have a consistent experience when using their website.   

 



 

Contrast 
Contrast is the difference between two or more elements. With contrast, a designer can create visual 
interest and direct the attention of the user. Contrast is an essential part of effective web design 
because with when a website shares the same style there would have no organisation and be 
confusing for the user to use(7). websites nowaday usually have a header, a main body and a footer, 
using contrast in background colour can create a good visual separation helping the user to identify 
different parts of the website(8). There are also contrast of other elements in a web design such as the 
contrast in alignment, the contrast in size and the contrast in colour.  

 
In my web design, I used a darker green colour on the background and a lighter green colour on my 
content area. The contrast of the background colour and the content area colour appears to the user 
that it is important because it got a different colour than the background. I also used white as the 
colour for the word in my websites. 

The contrast created by the colour difference of the content area and the background makes the 
content visually looked in depth. Our brain intended to be attracted by contrast and when there is a 
significant contrast in colour our brain will change what we are looking from two-dimensional to 
three-dimensional(9). Since I’ve spaced each part of the content area, there is a gap of background 
colour in between each part of the content area. By that, the structure of the whole website is clearly 
shown to the user making the website more minimalistic, a cleaner style, and a well built website with 
logical structure to the user. Our brains are born to put pieces logically together, finding things where 
they’re expected, and locating what they are seeking. Therefore, a strong and logical site structure is 
cognitively satisfying to users(10). 

Other than conveying the structure using contrast cognitively satisfying to users, it also have the 
other reason of contributing to the quality of the whole website in terms of the objective reason. By 
conveying the structure of the website, the user can find what they want in the content area faster. 
Websites nowadays have a rule of which parts belong to which area and that have become the 
common sense that we use.User will follow the common sense of a structure on a website we all 
know and making different parts of the content area more obvious can speed up the time of the user 
looking for the parts they want.  

 

Last but not least, it is important to have high contrast on words with the colour behind the word itself. 
Using the wrong colors can decrease the readability drastically, and it will quickly tire the reader's 
eyes. Black text on a white background has the highest readability(11). Readability is key in websites 
that have words in it. There are many colours that can create a high contrast with the colour I used in 
the content area and using white not only creates a high contrast but also looks normal because 
white is the most common colour used for words. 

 



 

The element have increased the quality of the website a lot because without the depth effect created 
by the contrast, the web design wonld not look as modern as it is right now. With the elements added 
to my web design, it brings my design to another level.  

Using contrast as an element in your web design demonstrate good web design practise because as 
mentioned it is essential to keep the content on your web design readable, and to maintain readability 
of the web design, using contrast as an element as a web design practise would be recommended. It 
is also important to keep contrast as a web design practise because it helps the creator itself to put 
their ideas together more logical. When they starting to build their ideas, they can use contrast to 
highlight the content they want the user to pay attention on, without worrying about whether the user 
will notice the main idea of the website. The creator can also filter their content after using contrast to 
highlight what they think is important, to see is the content they have highlighted really important and 
they can rebuild the structure of the website, making it more logical and appealing to the user. 

Most website nowadays have implicated contrast in their websites and there are many famous ones 
many people know. One of them will be apple.com. 

 

 

First of all, apple used white colour for their main body part of words on top of the black background 
and they used black color for other parts of the page with a lighter colour as background colour to 
maximise the readability of the website. They have also used different background colour to highlight 
specific content of the website which is their latest smartphone the iPhone 7. The iPhone 7 part takes 
a large amount of the page to create a contrast between the part related to the iPhone 7 and the 
other products. Apple have also used black as a background to emphasize the content they want 
their user first notice including the iPhone and on the bottom left is the part about the press event to 
announce their new product. Rest of the product they still want the user to notice used white 
background colour to blend into the footer making them less noticeable comparing to the iPhone and 
press event part. 

 



 

Lines 
A line is a basic element that refers to the continuous movement of a point along a surface, such as 
by a pencil or brush. The edges of shapes and forms also create lines. It is the basic component of a 
shape drawn on paper. Lines and curves are the basic building blocks of two-dimensional shapes like 
a house’s plan. Every line has length, thickness, and direction. There are curved, horizontal, vertical, 
diagonal, zigzag, wavy, parallel, dashed, and dotted lines(12). It is used in many way such as using it 
to underline a link, to divide space, to highlight key ideas and sometimes promote emotions. It is 
often used to visually communicate creators objective to the user(13). 

 

 
In my website, I used lines to underline all the links appeared in my website. since only my navigation 
have links to other page of the website, I only used horizontal thin lines in navigation. But I used the 
contrast of the content area’s colour and the background colour to create a straight bold line in 
between different parts of the website. 

Lines itself can also communicate moods to the user. different lines used can communicate different 
meaning, for example, vertical lines can simulate height and can create a mood of grandeur or 
spirituality(14). “Horizontal lines generally create relaxation or a calming mood, they tend to be quiet 
and subtle whereas vertical lines are more imposing and powerful”(15) which fits with the purpose of 
using green as the background colour making the website more calming to the user. “Thin lines tend 
to feel fragile, but their subtle feeling makes them great for directing the eye without being annoying. 
They are also empathetic to the viewer and tend to create a feeling of comfort and tranquility.”(16)  It is 
very important to have lines in my website because the effect created by the lines can match with the 
main theme of the web design which is providing the user a comforting place for user to know more 
about Chloe the Dog.  

Other than communicating a comforting mood to the user,lines also have the other reason of 
contributing to the quality of the whole website in terms of the objective reason. Lines used under the 
link can also show the appearance of the link. It will be hard for user to notice the links in the content 
area if there is no lines under it because the link will blend into other words making it less noticeable. 
“Links are easy to find because users understand that underlined text means that it’s a link. The 
underlining draws their attention”(16). 

 
Same as the objective reason of contrast being used, lines used to separate different parts of the 
content area can make the content more logical and tidier for the user to use. Keeping the website 
more logical and tidier is always a good thing to have. Because the website is more logical and tidier, 
the time user used on looking for content they need will be faster. 

 



 

The element have increased the quality of the website a lot even though the effect isn’t very 
noticeable, the element helps draw the user’s attention on finding the link and not let the link 
disappear with words surrounded with it.  

Using lines as an element in your web design demonstrate good web design practise because when 
your website have links in the content, it keeps the link noticeable to track user’s attention. Lines can 
make your websites more modern because the multiple possibilities created by lines with its 
thickness and the shape of it are getting more and more popular nowadays for people to use it. Lines 
can also be very useful because with that much possibilities, you can use lines to create different 
effects like dividing space or just expressing emotions. Because of it’s endless possibilities, the 
creator can try on mixing and matching with lines, creating something new to the user which is 
refreshing for users and user like to see new ideas to open their minds where creators can also be 
creative on the web design and be bold on their websites.  

Websites nowadays used lines to highlight links in their websites and there are many famous ones 
many people know. One of them will be youtube.com. 

 

On the main page of youtube.com, they have videos recommended to the viewers and when you put 
the cursor on the name of the recommended video, an underline appeared. That can make the 
website less annoying to use because when they have underlines on every video without the need of 
putting the cursor on it, the whole website will be full of underlines and that decreases the readability. 
With the need of putting the cursor on the link to activate the underline can prevent having too much 
lines in the website but still makes the link noticeable and increase the readability.On their sidebar, 
Youtube used a thin line to categorise different links on different parts of the sidebar. For example, 
the first section will be the links to their homepage and history page, the second section will be lists 
created by the user. That helps to make the tidier since different links are categorized into different 
parts of the sidebar. 
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