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Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Analyse significant aspects of unfamiliar 
written text(s) through close reading, 
supported by evidence.

Analyse significant aspects of unfamiliar 
written text(s) convincingly through 
close reading, supported by evidence.

Analyse significant aspects of unfamiliar 
written text(s) perceptively through close 
reading, supported by evidence.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should attempt ALL the questions in this booklet.

Pull out Resource Booklet 91100R from the centre of this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–8 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.
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No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.











  

Merit exemplar 2016 

Subject: English Standard: 91100 Total score: 17 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 M6 

This answer provides evidence of a sustained convincing analysis, 
which can be seen in reference to the technique of metaphor and the 
example “It draws me…”. Here, convincing analysis connects “opening 
his senses” and taking in the scenery and experience back to 
childhood. 
Additionally, repetition is contextually analysed as a technique. This 
involves the beach giving the writer “thoughts and memories” and the 
strength of his connection being sufficient to keep the world at bay. 

2 M6 

This answer provides a convincing analysis in terms of the technique 
repetition – “constant use of the word ‘we’”, that is as a “community”, 
“together”, “no-one was alone … suffering together”. 
Further analysis at this level can be seen in reference to listing, which is 
discussed in terms of peoples’ mindsets and thought-processes as 
ways of coping. 

3 M5 

This answer provides one example of convincing analysis in terms of 
the technique of listing which is unpacked in terms of the question 
through the variety of poetic genres which the French are said to 
dismiss, but which New Zealand does, as part of a “huge difference 
between the two country’s [sic] poetry”. 

  


