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Level 2 Classical Studies, 2016
91200 Examine ideas and values of the classical world

9.30 a.m. Monday 14 November 2016 
Credits: Four

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Examine ideas and values of the 
classical world.

Examine, in depth, ideas and values of 
the classical world.

Examine, with perception, ideas and 
values of the classical world. 

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should attempt ONE question in this booklet.

If you need more room for your answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–10 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.

ASSESSOR’S USE ONLY

TOTAL 5

Low Merit

No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.



INSTRUCTIONS

Answer ONE of the four questions below, with reference to a named classical literary text. 

Make sure the question you choose suits a classical text that you have studied.

You must answer using extended paragraphs, and may support your answer with bullet points, 
diagrams and / or annotated sketches. 

You must support your answer with relevant evidence from the named classical literary text.

Space for planning has been provided on page 3. Begin your answer on page 4.

EITHER: QUESTION ONE 

Explain how the actions of a leader / hero in one or more episodes, are determined by his / her sense of 
justice. 

What do these actions convey about the ideas and values of classical society?

OR: QUESTION TWO

Explain the relationship between two characters, as demonstrated through their interactions. 

In what ways does this relationship reflect the expectations of classical society? 

OR: QUESTION THREE

Explain how the actions of a character reflect his / her beliefs about the divine*. 

In what ways were the character’s beliefs consistent and / or inconsistent with the religious views of 
classical society?

* The divine may refer to gods, oracles, prophecies, and religious rituals.

OR: QUESTION FOUR

Explain how the actions of a character(s) violate traditional social and / or cultural behaviours. 

Why would these actions have been considered unacceptable by classical society? 
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LOW MERIT

This response has been marked Merit (M5).  This is a sound answer overall. The candidate explains 
Diomedes’ sense of justice relatively well, and provides a range of examples.  This places the 
response into the Merit range.  

This response is a M5 rather than M6 because while all parts of the question are answered, it is 
unbalanced, and not consistently detailed.  The difference between M5 and M6 is the consistency of 
detail.  This also applies to the depth of knowledge the candidate demonstrates.  
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Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Examine ideas and values of the 
classical world.

Examine, in depth, ideas and values of 
the classical world.

Examine, with perception, ideas and 
values of the classical world. 

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should attempt ONE question in this booklet.

If you need more room for your answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–10 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.

ASSESSOR’S USE ONLY

TOTAL 6

High Merit



INSTRUCTIONS

Answer ONE of the four questions below, with reference to a named classical literary text. 

Make sure the question you choose suits a classical text that you have studied.

You must answer using extended paragraphs, and may support your answer with bullet points, 
diagrams and / or annotated sketches. 

You must support your answer with relevant evidence from the named classical literary text.

Space for planning has been provided on page 3. Begin your answer on page 4.

EITHER: QUESTION ONE 

Explain how the actions of a leader / hero in one or more episodes, are determined by his / her sense of 
justice. 

What do these actions convey about the ideas and values of classical society?

OR: QUESTION TWO

Explain the relationship between two characters, as demonstrated through their interactions. 

In what ways does this relationship reflect the expectations of classical society? 

OR: QUESTION THREE

Explain how the actions of a character reflect his / her beliefs about the divine*. 

In what ways were the character’s beliefs consistent and / or inconsistent with the religious views of 
classical society?

* The divine may refer to gods, oracles, prophecies, and religious rituals.

OR: QUESTION FOUR

Explain how the actions of a character(s) violate traditional social and / or cultural behaviours. 

Why would these actions have been considered unacceptable by classical society? 
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HIGH MERIT

This response has been marked Merit (M6).  The candidate demonstrates detailed 
knowledge of the behaviour of xenia, the text of Homer’s Odyssey, and key Greek ideas and 
values such as the oikos.  The unbalanced nature of the answer is largely what precludes it 
from reaching Excellence, where the response is expected to be more balanced.  The answer 
is unbalanced, as the answers provided for the second part of the question are more detailed 
and in depth than the answers provided for the first part of the question.  While the 
candidate’s knowledge of the text is clearly demonstrated, and key Greek terms are used, 
more primary source evidence that is more detailed, paraphrased or quoted would have 
been beneficial.  An example of this is where the candidate mentions the suitors slept with 
the servants and slaves, but does not mention any names.  

The first part of the question (Explain how the actions of a character(s) violate traditional 
social and/or cultural behaviours.) is methodically answered, with mostly relevant 
examples. The examples are not explained or discussed in detail, making the answer 
unbalanced.  An example of this is where the candidate identifies Polyphemus as a person 
who violates the custom of xenia, but provides few details about what Polyphemus actually 
did to violate xenia.  

The second part of the question (why would these actions have been considered 
unacceptable by classical society?) has been answered throughout the response, as the 
candidate includes this information directly after the examples of unacceptable behaviour.  
This is very well explained in places, and includes informed understanding, such as when 
discussing the oikos.  The candidate’s discussion of the ideas and values is much stronger 
that the description of the chosen examples.  




