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Level 3 Music Studies, 2016
91421 Demonstrate understanding of harmonic and tonal 

conventions in a range of music scores

2.00 p.m. Wednesday 23 November 2016 
Credits: Four

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Demonstrate understanding of harmonic 
and tonal conventions in a range of 
music scores

Demonstrate breadth of understanding 
of harmonic and tonal conventions in a 
range of music scores

Demonstrate comprehensive 
understanding of harmonic and tonal 
conventions in a range of music scores

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should attempt ALL the questions in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–8 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.

ASSESSOR’S USE ONLY

TOTAL

Excellence

21

No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.
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Excellence exemplar 2016 

Subject: Music Studies Standard: 91421 Total score: 21 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 E7 
Part (e) provides evidence for the award of Excellence. While there is 
opportunity for more evidence in (f) which would secure an E8 award, 
the consecutive 5ths and 8ves in the right hand mar the final result 

2 E7 

Bars 15 and 16 are generally stylistically well-handled and accurate 
although it would have been preferable if chord VI used a doubled third 
rather than the tonic F-sharp. Care should also be taken to ensure tail 
directions and rhythms are accurate. The consecutive 5ths and 
notational error in bar 2 mean this can only be considered towards 
Merit. 

3 E7 

Part (c) is harmonically accurate and stylistically appropriate. That 
provides the foundation for an E7 grade. Additional Excellence 
evidence was available in part (b) but could not be considered due to 
harmonic errors (not raising the third of D7 and the missing the 4th in 
G7sus4. The way chord C7 progresses to F, without the 7th, (B-flat) 
falling to the 3rd, (A), is not a strong resolution, and this limits the 
overall grade from achieving an E8. 


