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Level 1 Dance, 2017
90861 Demonstrate understanding of a dance performance

2.00 p.m. Thursday 23 November 2017 
Credits: Four

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Demonstrate understanding of a dance 
performance.

Demonstrate in-depth understanding of 
a dance performance.

Demonstrate comprehensive 
understanding of a dance performance.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You will be given five minutes to read and prepare before the video recording begins to play.

You should attempt ALL the questions in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–12 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.
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TOTAL

Excellence

21

No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.





















Excellence exemplar 2016 

Subject: Dance Standard: 90861 Total score: 21 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 E7 

This response is an E7 as it provides a detailed and clear explanation of how 
the moment chosen communicates the ideas/emotions in the dance (in this 
case the candidate referenced the social impact of Pinochet’s regime in Chile) 

The candidate described in detail the ideas and emotions and clearly explains 
how the movement communicated these ideas. The candidate draws on 
political and social context and the choreographic intention, making significant 
and justified connections within their answer. 

The answer is centred around the one moment. Further development of 
context would have provided the opportunity to achieve at E8. 

2 E7 

This answer is an E7 because the candidate has described and explained 
clearly and in detail how a repeated feature communicates meaning 
throughout the dance performance. The candidate clearly illustrates the 
response with specific evidence around variation and repetition of the feature, 
linking this succinctly within part (c). 

The candidate provided detailed and insightful statements to explain the 
purpose of the repetition of the feature within the performance. In part (c)the 
candidate made specific connections to the characterisation and structure of 
the dance, supporting this with specific and detailed evidence that supported 
the choreographic intention and overall context.  

The candidate demonstrated a thorough understanding of the social and 
political context within the performance, providing judicious and insightful 
comments to the examples provided. 

3 E7 

This response is an E7 as the candidate explains clearly and in detail how one 
production technology is used to create meaning in the dance performance. 

The candidate provided thorough examples of the use of costume, using 
specific terminology and making clear and multiple links to the movement. The 
diagram is detailed and further explained in part (c). 

In Part (c) the candidate clearly explains with relevant and additional detail the 
symbolic use of costume as linked to the movement. The candidate connected 
the use of costume to the overall choreographic intention, including audience 
experience and interpretation. 

In order for the candidate to achieve E8 they needed to provide further links to 
the social contexts of the use of costume.  

 


