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Level 1 Drama, 2017
90998 Demonstrate understanding of features of  

a drama / theatre form

2.00 p.m. Thursday 9 November 2017 
Credits: Four

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Demonstrate understanding of features 
of a drama / theatre form.

Demonstrate informed understanding of 
features of a drama / theatre form.

Demonstrate perceptive understanding 
of features of a drama / theatre form.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should attempt ALL the questions in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–12 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.
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TOTAL

Merit

16

No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.









  

Merit exemplar 2017 

Subject: Drama Standard: 90998 Total score: 16 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 M5 

The candidate details the actor’s use of the costume when they say “the villain 
would use his cape to move and would typically hide himself and then reveal 
himself to enhance the grand entrance.” The heroine’s use of costume is also 
briefly described when they say that she would “pick up their long beautiful 
dress in order to move around.” Some typicality is identified when the 
candidate says “when the hero defeats the villain it gives the audience a sense 
of hope..” as “the villain’s costume shows that he is rich and powerful.” To 
secure a higher grade the candidate needed to elaborate more about the 
upper class and who the villain could represent in real life. 

2 M5 

The candidate identifies the moment as when the hero is “declaring his love 
for the heroine.” The movement is described with some detail when the 
candidate describes where the actor moves “to the apron in the stage walking 
with pride.” Here, there is some sense of how the candidate understands the 
actor’s movement through space. The hero’s movement is also described as 
walking “with confidence….and puffed out chest.” To secure a higher grade 
the quality of the movement the candidate could have included aspects such 
as the pathway and pace of the movement, as well as the actor’s relationship 
to the audience. 

3 M6 

The scenario for a Melodrama is described in detail by including the 
relationship between characters eg: “sick mother and heroine”…hero declares 
his love for the heroine”… “villain will capture the heroine in order to kill 
her…or lure the hero.” The purpose of the storyline is detailed when the 
candidate describes how the factories caused class division and how the lower 
class despised the high class. The candidate shows the relationship between 
the characters and who they each represented in society eg; “hero is 
portrayed as a lower class citizen.” To secure a higher grade evidence needed 
to be more strongly linked to the social/ historical situation and what this meant 
for the audience of the time and how they would react to aspects within the 
performance. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


