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Level 1 Classical Studies, 2017
91021 Demonstrate understanding of ideas and values  

of the classical world

2.00 p.m. Thursday 30 November 2017 
Credits: Four

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Demonstrate understanding of ideas 
and values of the classical world.

Demonstrate in-depth understanding of 
ideas and values of the classical world. 

Demonstrate perceptive understanding 
of ideas and values of the classical 
world.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should attempt ONE question in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–8 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.
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TOTAL

High Achievement

04

No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.



INSTRUCTIONS

Answer ONE of the four questions below, with reference to a named classical literary text. 

Make sure the question you choose suits a classical text that you have studied.

You must answer using paragraphs, and may support your answer with bullet points, diagrams, and / 
or annotated sketches. 

You must support your answer with relevant evidence from the named classical literary text.

Space for planning has been provided on page 3. Begin your answer on page 4.

EITHER: QUESTION ONE 

Describe in detail ONE or more social and / or cultural rituals performed by a character(s) in the text. 

In what ways does the fulfilment of the ritual(s) reflect the ideas and values of the classical society?

OR: QUESTION TWO

Describe in detail ONE or more significant decisions made by a character in the text and why he or 
she made them. 

In what ways do the consequences of his or her decision(s) reflect the ideas and values of the classical 
society?

OR: QUESTION THREE

Describe in detail ONE significant relationship between two characters*. 

In what ways do the interactions between these characters reflect or contradict ideas and values of the 
classical society?

* Characters may be individuals or a group.

OR: QUESTION FOUR

Describe in detail TWO literary conventions* used by the author. 

In what ways do these literary conventions enable the author to communicate ideas and values of the 
classical society?

* Literary conventions may include, but are not limited to theme, characterisation, style, narrative, subject matter, imagery, 
conventions of oral poetry, staging (e.g. use of costumes and / or masks), structure, or rhetorical features. 
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Achieved  exemplar  for  91021  2017  

Q   Grade     Annotation  

2   A4  

This  extract  from  the  candidate’s  response  achieves  at  the  A4  level  because  
statements  such  as:  ‘…he  makes  the  decision  to  choose  his  second  fate  of  
living  a  short  life  with  an  immense  amount  of  kleos’,  ‘…which  suggests  that  as  
soon  as  he  has  killed  Hektor,  his  fate  of  living  a  short  life  will  be  sealed,’  and    
‘…not  only  was  it  acceptable  for  Achilles  to  brutally  kill  Hektor…he  was  
congratulated  for  it  and  awarded  with  a  lot  of  kleos,’  demonstrate  a  
straightforward  interpretation  and  understanding  of  the  text  and  of  classical  
values.  Some  specific  references  from  ‘The  Iliad’  are  provided  as  supporting  
evidence.  To  achieve  at  a  higher  level  further  explanation  of  these  statements  
and  how  they  reveal  the  ideas  and  values  of  ancient  Greeks  is  needed,  as  well  
as  more  specific  evidence  from  the  text.  The  candidate  could  also  discuss  
other  decisions  that  Achilles  made  that  earned  or  diminished  his  kleos.    

  




