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Level 3 Making Music, 2017
91420 Integrate aural skills into written representation

9.30 a.m. Tuesday 14 November 2017 
Credits: Four

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Integrate aural skills into written 
representation.

Integrate aural skills securely into 
written representation.

Integrate aural skills consistently into 
written representation.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should attempt ALL the questions in this booklet.

You may wish to answer in pencil while the recording is playing, but your completed answers must be in 
ink. You will have time to go over your answers in ink after the recording ends.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–8 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.

ASSESSOR’S USE ONLY

TOTAL

Excellence

20

No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.

















Excellence exemplar  2017 

Subject: Music Standard: 91420 Total score: 20 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 M6 

This evidence is borderline Merit / Excellence. Identification of texture is 
secure although it misses the opportunity to outline the relationship of 
the two melodic lines as being often in unison and an octave apart. The 
description in (b) on the use of sequence is at the Excellence level 
although it would have been preferable if rather than refer to the use of 
a round, the focus had been on musical imitation. Section (c) is 
immaculate. 

2 E7 

Evidence in sections (a) and (b) are on target for Excellence. The chord 
identifications, while not fully accurate, show that the candidate is able 
to differentiate the root of the triad, the relationship to the key and the 
notes of the chord. Identification of genre provides excellent context. 
Section (c) is not so strong, with evidence being at the Merit level only. 
Had more detail been provided, this could have lifted the overall grade 
to E8. 

3 E7 

While the candidate identifies the use of arpeggio chords, they do not 
pick up on the limited range of chords used and the added 7ths. There 
is minimal use of diminution and this is not well linked to an explanation 
of dynamics. This evidence is only at the Achievement level. Sections 
(b) and (c) remedy this by providing two secure Excellence responses. 
There is precision and detail in the analysis of dynamics, timbre and 
rhythm and the melodic dictation is faultless. 

 


