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Level 3 History, 2017
91438  Analyse the causes and consequences  

of a significant historical event

9.30 a.m. Friday 24 November 2017 
Credits: Six

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Analyse the causes and consequences 
of a significant historical event.

Analyse, in depth, the causes and 
consequences of a significant historical 
event.

Comprehensively analyse the causes 
and consequences of a significant 
historical event. 

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

Write ONE essay in this booklet.

If you need more room for your answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2 – 12 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.
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Achievement

04

No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.





















 

Achieved Exemplar 2017 

Subject: History Standard: AS91438 Total score: Achieved 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 04 – 
Achieved 

French Revolution 

The introduction outlines causes and consequences but there is no indication 
as to the argument that will be discussed. Unnecessary detail is contained in 
the introduction.   

Important causes identified such as the Old Regime and economic hardship. 
Causation is clearly established and specific evidence is incorporated to 
support an emerging argument that discontent led to revolution. Lacks 
conciseness for causation and too much weight has been given to this first half 
of the essay.  

However the response is much weaker for consequences. The two 
consequences discussed, Reign of Terror and Napoleon Bonaparte, contain 
little specific evidence but the conclusion supports a discussion of change to 
people’s lives at the time. 

The candidate appears to be responding to a different question as they refer to 
“affecting people’s lives” in the introduction and when discussing the Reign of 
Terror. However, the candidate begins to directly address the second part of 
the 2017 question in the last page when attempting to explain that Napoleon 
changed peoples’ lives.  

Overall there is enough evidence in the student’s response addressing the 
causation of the French Revolution to support an ‘Achieved’ grade. The 
student predominately focuses on causation and their response lacks the 
development of an argument for the change/s to people’s lives. Greater 
discussion of change with corresponding supporting evidence, as well as 
properly addressing the question in the framing of their response, would help 
this to achieve a higher grade.  




