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Level 3 History, 2017
91438  Analyse the causes and consequences  

of a significant historical event

9.30 a.m. Friday 24 November 2017 
Credits: Six

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Analyse the causes and consequences 
of a significant historical event.

Analyse, in depth, the causes and 
consequences of a significant historical 
event.

Comprehensively analyse the causes 
and consequences of a significant 
historical event. 

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

Write ONE essay in this booklet.

If you need more room for your answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2 – 12 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.
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No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.























 

Merit Exemplar 2017 

Subject: History Standard: AS91438 Total score: Merit 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 Merit – 06 

The War in the Waikato 

Important causation discussed: Treaty of Waitangi, formation of the Kingitanga 
and the question of sovereignty. The candidate identifies these as major 
causes and indicates in the introduction that the most important cause is 
sovereignty. The identification of the major causes and the most important 
cause indicates that the candidate is going to construct an argument. 

The candidate’s response for each of the causal factors is strong at the 
beginning of each paragraph. Each causation paragraph is linked to the idea 
of sovereignty, however the argument evaluating the importance of each 
cause in terms of their relationship to the historical event is not strong. There 
is a concise and valid account of the Treaty of Waitangi as a causal factor and 
the candidate states that the Treaty was a catalyst of the Waikato Wars but 
they have not convincingly made this link - lack of clarity around the Treaty as 
a causal factor has affected the argument. 

Overall whilst there is evidence of higher level thinking and it appears that an 
argument is being constructed around the issue of ‘sovereignty’, the candidate 
has failed to make clear exactly what caused the Waikato War therefore it is 
not convincing enough for Excellence. 

The event is not addressed in its own paragraph but is interwoven in the 
consequences paragraph/s. 

Three valid and significant consequences are discussed: loss of life, economic 
loss, and confiscation of land. There is a direct relationship between the event 
and the consequences which is a requirement for Excellence. The candidate 
directly answers the second half of the question and links each consequence 
to change to people’s lives at the time. Because the candidate has directly 
answered the question they have successfully attempted to establish how 
people’s lives changed and they therefore meet the Merit criteria. There is 
some evidence of an argument when the student discusses economic loss 
and mentions the idea of economic jealousy but there is not enough analysis 
of change to Maori and/or Pakeha lives in the other consequences. Overall 
there is an attempted argument rather than a clear and convincing argument. 




