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BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Wilderness is part of New Zealand’s heritage. As a land, the New Zealand ‘region’ has been isolated
from other continents for some 80 million years. During this long period, a natural landscape that is
distinctively New Zealand in character has evolved. Since the coming of humans, the forest cover
has been reduced from approximately 80 per cent of the land to only 23 per cent—and most of that
remaining forest is confined to the west coast of the South Island and other mountainous areas.

A growing number of festivals and events such as adventure racing take place in these rural
communities. These festivals and events are increasingly important for New Zealand’s economic and
social development. It is important that legislation and good practice protects the natural environment
and rural peripheries from the negative impacts of festivals and events.

DEFINITIONS

Manaakitanga is an aspect of Maori custom and identity by which people are made to feel welcome

and more.

Kaitiakitanga means guardianship and protection. It is a way of managing the environment, based on

forest.

Text sources for Resource A (adapted):
http://www.doc.govt.nz/Documents/science-and-technical/WildernessF.pdf.

New Zealand Herald article ‘Drunken Yobs mar Wildfoods Festival’, 15 March 2005.

Image source for Resource A: www.eventfinda.co.nz/2018/hokitika-wildfoods-festival-2018/hokitika

Sources of definitions:
Manaakitanga: https://www.teara.govt.nz/en/kaitiakitanga-guardianship-and-conservation.
Kaitiakitanga: http://eceonline.core-ed.org/discussion/view/30829.



RESOURCE A: WILDFOODS FESTIVAL

In March 2018, the 29th annual Hokitika Wildfoods Festival was held. This festival, known for

$2 million for the local economy.




RESOURCE B: COAST TO COAST

Adventure racing is now a global sport that includes such activities as running, mountain
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prestigious achievement.

Text (adapted) and image source: http://www.coasttocoast.co.nz.



RESOURCE C: IRON MAORI




well, and it is something they want to change and improve upon.

Text (adapted) and image source: https://www.radionz.co.nz/news/te-manu-korihi/343085/iron-maori-
inspires-i-can-do-it-attitude.








