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with reference to a text
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Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Discuss a drama or theatre form or 
period with reference to a text.

Discuss a drama or theatre form or 
period with reference to a text showing 
informed understanding.

Discuss a drama or theatre form or 
period with reference to a text showing 
perceptive understanding.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should attempt ALL the questions in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–11 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.
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To answer the questions in this paper, name the drama / theatre form or period you have studied, and 
ONE text from the form or period to which you will refer.

Drama / theatre forms include (but are not limited to):
•	 medieval theatre
•	 Elizabethan theatre
•	 ancient Greek theatre

•	 commedia dell’arte
•	 epic theatre
•	 New Zealand theatre.

(If the text was not written as a script – as for example in commedia dell’arte – give brief details of the 
action.)

Drama / theatre form or period:

Title of the text / play (or brief details of the action):

Playwright / creator(s) (if applicable):

Features of the drama / theatre form or period to which the questions refer may include:
•	 performance space
•	 acting styles
•	 themes or ideas

•	 conventions
•	 use of technologies
•	 historical / social context.
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QUESTION ONE: CHARACTER

(a)	 (i)	 From the text you studied, identify a key character, or group of characters, typical of the 
form or period.

	 (ii)	 What are the aspects that make this character, or group of characters, typical of the 
form or period? Use examples from the text to support your answer.
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(b)	 How is the purpose of this character, or group of characters, a reflection of the society? 
Consider the social, political, or geographical context of the form or period.

	 Use examples from the text to support your answer.

5

Drama 91215, 2018

ASSESSOR’S 
USE ONLY



QUESTION TWO: AUDIENCE

(a)	 Describe a moment from the text you studied where the relationship between the performers 
and the audience is important. Include in your description the shape of a typical stage of the 
form or period and the placement of the audience.

	 You may sketch and make annotations in the space below to support your answer. 
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(b)	 In this moment, what is the intended effect on a typical audience of the form or period? 
Explain fully, with reference to the text and the form or period.
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QUESTION THREE: USE OF TECHNOLOGIES

Identify (✔) ONE drama technology typically used in a performance in the form or period:

Costume Mask Properties

Digital projection Puppets Sound

Lighting Set

(a)	 How would this technology be used in an important moment of a typical performance of the 
text you studied? Give detailed examples.

	 You may sketch and make annotations in the space below to support your answer.
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(b)	 How would the use of this technology in this moment combine with other performance 
features to create meaning for an audience? Support your answer with detail and examples.
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