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Level 3 History, 2018
91438  Analyse the causes and consequences 

of a significant historical event

2.00 p.m. Wednesday 14 November 2018 
Credits: Six

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Analyse the causes and consequences 
of a significant historical event.

Analyse, in depth, the causes and 
consequences of a significant historical 
event.

Comprehensively analyse the causes 
and consequences of a significant 
historical event. 

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

Write ONE essay in this booklet.

If you need more room for your answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2 – 12 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.
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Achievement Exemplar 2018 
Subject History Standard 91438 Total score 04 

Historical Event: The Revolutions of 1848 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

A4 The candidate outlines two causes and consequences. The quote is not 
addressed in the introduction however, even though the planning page shows the 
candidate understands it, and good notes have been made to develop an 
argument as to why the causes of this event are not trivial.  
The introduction contains a quote indicating that the event, also known as Spring 
of Nations or Springtime of the People, is a significant event and therefore a valid 
choice of event by the candidate. However, there is little information about the 
event itself and by omitting key information, it is hard for the candidate to create a 
convincing argument.  
Valid causes have been identified and discussed such as the spread of liberal 
ideas through Napoleon’s conquest of Europe and the revolutions of the 1830s. 
The candidate has attempted to explain causation and some specific evidence is 
incorporated to support generalisations. The candidate puts forward their case for 
disagreeing with Caesar in each of their causation paragraphs and this shows 
evidence towards a Merit grade. 
However, the candidate’s response is much weaker for consequences. Two key 
consequences are identified, namely the failure of the Frankfurt Parliament, and 
the end of the ‘Age of Romanticism’ and the start of the ‘Age of Realism’. The first 
of these consequences is an important consequence, but more could be done to 
explain why it is a key consequence. The candidate has shown that they have 
broad knowledge, but there is minimal analysis. Furthermore, there is little 
specific evidence for each consequence, but across the two consequence 
paragraphs the candidate has done enough to demonstrate that they understand 
some of the complexities of the consequences of this event.  
Overall, there is enough evidence within the candidate’s response addressing the 
causation of the Revolutions of 1848 and engaging with the quote to support an 
Achievement grade. The candidate understood and engaged with the quote, but 
their discussion on consequences was considerably weaker. 
The candidate may have been able to improve their grade by giving some context 
and detail about the event and developing the argument for its significance. For 
example, the revolts were short-lived and the revolutionaries of the various states 
failed to achieve their goals, but they did lead to important concessions and 
reforms from various rulers of Europe. An account of how the consequences 
directly link to the event with corresponding well-chosen supporting evidence 
would also have helped to achieve a higher grade.  




