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Level 3 History, 2018
91438  Analyse the causes and consequences 

of a significant historical event

2.00 p.m. Wednesday 14 November 2018 
Credits: Six

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Analyse the causes and consequences 
of a significant historical event.

Analyse, in depth, the causes and 
consequences of a significant historical 
event.

Comprehensively analyse the causes 
and consequences of a significant 
historical event. 

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

Write ONE essay in this booklet.

If you need more room for your answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2 – 12 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.
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No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.

























Excellence Exemplar 2018 
Subject History Standard 91438 Total score 07 

Historical Event: The Signing of the Treaty of Waitangi 1840 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

 

E7 The candidate addresses the quote and question in the introduction and outlines 
their position on whether the quote applies to this particular event. The candidate 
has understood the quote correctly. The introduction indicates that the candidate 
is going to construct an argument that the causes of the signing are not trivial. 
Significant causes are chosen and are convincingly argued as such: the 1835 
Declaration of Independence and the growing influence of nations / empires in 
New Zealand. The candidate links each chosen cause to the event and 
successfully argues that the cause led to the event. For each of the causes, the 
candidate has sustained their argument as to the extent to which the cause is not 
trivial. The legal / constitutional focus and argument of the first cause, with the 
inclusion of the Imperial Statutes of 1817, 1823, and 1828 shows comprehensive 
understanding, insight, and successfully helps to expand the candidate’s 
discussion and to create a convincing argument. The candidate appears to 
attempt to counter the narrative of lawlessness as a factor for the signing but 
does not do this successfully (a reason why the candidate did not achieve an E8 
grade). 
Important consequences are discussed and the candidate is able to argue that a 
direct relationship is established between the event and their chosen 
consequences: a policy of land confiscation through law and the Land / 
New Zealand Wars. Well-chosen, strong supporting evidence is present 
indicating comprehensive understanding of the consequences, although the first 
consequence is stronger than the broader second consequence. A sustained and 
convincing argument is presented as to why these consequences were, and 
continue to be, of importance, e.g. lasting negative consequences for Māori in 
terms of marginalisation.  
Overall, the candidate has engaged confidently with the question, and a strong 
personal voice is present. The candidate has not pre-prepared their response and 
has selected causes and consequences that support their overall argument that 
they do not agree with the quote. The candidate has been fairly concise in their 
response, and has constructed a convincing argument around two significant 
causes, although they also indicate that they understand further factors were at 
play in leading to the signing.  

 




