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INSTRUCTIONS

Write an essay on ONE significant historical event that you have studied, using the essay task below.
Your essay should be concise and well argued.

Write your chosen historical event in the box below.

Plan your essay on page 3. Begin your essay on page 4.

ESSAY TASK

Doug Cooper, an American writer of literary fiction, once wrote: “Cause and effect are
rarely directly related.”

Analyse the causes of a historical event you have studied. Then analyse the
consequences and the extent to which you agree or disagree with Cooper that the
consequences are not often linked to the causes.

Historical event:
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PLANNING

Introduction/description of event:

Causes:

Consequences and the extent to which they are not often linked to the causes:
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Grade

Annotation

M5

Homosexual Law Reform 1986

Understanding of the quote is evident in the candidate’s planning and a key
word from the quote is used in the introduction. The candidate agrees with the
quote and begins an argument that while there is a link between consequences
and causes, that link is not direct.

The event is well-defined with a clear paragraph outlining what the event is and
the key elements of it. The candidate states the event is significant but does not
develop the argument convincingly. They clearly set out the agreement with the
quote.

Important relevant causation is discussed: the second is more strongly argued
than the first cause. The first lacks the detail required to develop a convincing
argument.

Two relevant consequences are identified, however these do not deal with the
immediate. Both consequences are significantly later in time and over such a
large time — the consequences are not as convincing as they could have been.

Overall, the candidate has demonstrated a sound understanding of the causes
and valid understanding of the longer-term consequences of the Homosexual
Law Reform Act. They have chosen some detailed accurate evidence to
support their argument, but do not do this consistently across the response.

A more detailed discussion as to the extent to which the causes led to the event
and prioritisation of those causes, in addition to the inclusion of more immediate
consequences, would help the candidate to create a more convincing argument
and achieve a higher grade.






