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INSTRUCTIONS

Write an essay on ONE significant historical event that you have studied, using the essay task below.
Your essay should be concise and well argued.

Write your chosen historical event in the box below.

Plan your essay on page 3. Begin your essay on page 4.

ESSAY TASK

Doug Cooper, an American writer of literary fiction, once wrote: “Cause and effect are
rarely directly related.”

Analyse the causes of a historical event you have studied. Then analyse the
consequences and the extent to which you agree or disagree with Cooper that the
consequences are not often linked to the causes.

Historical event:
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PLANNING

Introduction/description of event:

Causes:

Consequences and the extent to which they are not often linked to the causes:
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Excellence Exemplar 2019

Subject

L3 History

Standard | 91438 | Overall grade | E8

Q

Grade

Annotation

E8

The Chinese Poll Tax 1881

A well-defined event with carefully considered causes and consequences that
allowed for a concise response to the question. The candidate successfully
established the significance of this event for New Zealanders early on.

The quote has been clearly addressed and interwoven. The candidate has
formed an argument rather than addressed the quote at the end of each
paragraph.

The candidate addresses the quote and question in the introduction and
outlines their position whether the quote applies to this particular event. The
candidate has understood the quote correctly. The introduction indicates that
the candidate is going to construct an argument.

The candidate sets out the event with clarity and sets out the motivation for the
implementation of the poll tax.

Significant causes are chosen and are convincingly argued as such.

Important consequences are discussed and the candidate is able to argue that
a direct relationship is established between the event and their chosen
consequences.

Well-chosen quotes are presented as strong supporting evidence, indicating
comprehensive understanding of consequences

There is a clear paragraph on prioritisation on page 6.

Insightful commentary is given about the continued “untold” perspective of the
Chinese.

Overall, the candidate has engaged with the question with confidence and a
strong personal voice is present. They have not prepared their response in
advance and have selected causes and consequences that support their overall
argument that they do not agree with Cooper’s quote.






