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Level 1 History 2020
91005 Describe the causes and consequences  

of an historical event

2.00 p.m. Tuesday 24 November 2020 
Credits: Four

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Describe the causes and consequences 
of an historical event.

Describe in depth the causes and 
consequences of an historical event.

Comprehensively describe the causes 
and consequences of an historical 
event.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should write ONE essay in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–10 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.

ASSESSOR’S USE ONLY

TOTAL

Tick this box if 
there is no writing 

in this booklet

High Achievement

04

No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.
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Achievement Exemplar 2020 
Subject L1 History Standard 91005 Total score 04 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 A4 

The Little Rock Nine 
The candidate describes two main causes of their chosen event and two ways 
in which people’s lives were impacted as a consequence.  
The introduction outlines the causes and impacts that are going to be described 
in the main body of the essay, which helps the marker know what to expect and 
also helps the student get their thoughts in order.  
The first cause given, the segregation laws enforced in the southern states of 
the USA, is very commonly used in Black Civil Rights topic essays. The 
candidate makes sure the laws are linked to the topic by emphasising the 
inequality they created and referring to the Brown v Board of Education of 
Topeka (1954) case to show how this exposed inequality and encouraged 
schools to desegregate. The candidate then explains how this directly relates to 
the Little Rock Nine. It is essential to relate the cause directly to the event, and 
this is usually done at the end of the paragraph. 
Each main body paragraph begins with a topic sentence that describes the 
main idea (cause or impact) that the paragraph will cover. This is good practice 
as it clarifies in the candidate’s mind what the focus of the paragraph is, as well 
as making it easy for the marker to follow the essay. It is helpful (to both 
candidates and markers), to use a key word from the question, e.g. ‘cause’ or 
‘consequence / impact’, in the topic sentence. 
Overall, the essay shows the student has a good understanding of the topic by 
the way the causes and impacts are described. The candidate has used some 
supporting evidence, such as the names of the people involved, but more 
evidence than this would be required to achieve a higher grade. Extra evidence 
for this event could include examples of, and discussion about, the inequalities 
Black students suffered in the education system; the reasons for Faubus 
(Governor of Arkansas 1955-1967) being so opposed to integrating schools in 
the state; and the importance of the decision made by President Eisenhower to 
involve federal troops in what was actually a state matter. 

 




