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Level 1 History 2020
91005 Describe the causes and consequences  

of an historical event

2.00 p.m. Tuesday 24 November 2020 
Credits: Four

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Describe the causes and consequences 
of an historical event.

Describe in depth the causes and 
consequences of an historical event.

Comprehensively describe the causes 
and consequences of an historical 
event.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should write ONE essay in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–10 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.
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Excellence Exemplar 2020 
Subject L1 History Standard 91005 Total score 07 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 E7 

The Italian invasion of Abyssinia 
The candidate describes the main causes and the impacts of their chosen event 
comprehensively.  
The introduction is brief but adequate and outlines the causes and impacts that 
are going to be described in the main body of the essay.  
Each main body paragraph begins with a clear topic sentence that uses the key 
words from the question, e.g. ‘cause’ or ‘consequence / impact’. Dealing with 
these aspects in an organised way helps focus the essay.   
Each cause or consequence is dealt with in a comprehensive manner. The 
candidate provides clear explanations using numbers, dates, places, and the 
names of the participants. The actions involved are comprehensively described 
and their importance to the event is emphasised. The essay always links the 
cause or consequence to the event at the end of the paragraph. A very good 
example of this is in the first main body paragraph that describes the Great 
Depression as a cause of the Italian invasion of Abyssinia. The background and 
issues surrounding the Great Depression are well covered. The way the 
depression impacted on Italy, why Abyssinia was a suitable country to take 
over, and how it could alleviate Italy’s economic problems are comprehensively 
explained. They are then linked back to the question in the final two sentences. 
Further examples of linking the descriptions and explanations to the question 
can be found in the final sentences of each of the other main body paragraphs. 
The event itself is only briefly described, and this is all that is necessary at any 
level. It is more important to describe the causes and impacts of the event 
comprehensively. ‘Short-term’ and ‘long-term’ are relative concepts, and a  
long-term impact could occur anywhere from a few months to years after the 
event, but it must be directly related to the event itself.  
The essay deals with the causes more comprehensively than the impacts. An 
essay where both causes and impacts are covered comprehensively is required 
to achieve an E8 grade. 

 




