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Level 1 History 2020
91005 Describe the causes and consequences  

of an historical event

2.00 p.m. Tuesday 24 November 2020 
Credits: Four

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Describe the causes and consequences 
of an historical event.

Describe in depth the causes and 
consequences of an historical event.

Comprehensively describe the causes 
and consequences of an historical 
event.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should write ONE essay in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–10 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.
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there is no writing 

in this booklet

Low Merit

05

No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.



INSTRUCTIONS

Write an essay on ONE historical event you have studied, using the essay question below. 

Your chosen event should be: 
• a specific historical event in time, or
• a historical movement or development.

Your essay should include a brief description of your chosen historical event.

Write your chosen historical event in the box below.

Plan your essay on page 3. Begin your essay on page 4.

ESSAY QUESTION

Describe the main causes that led to your chosen historical event.

Describe how people’s lives were impacted in the short and long term as a consequence of your 
chosen historical event.

Historical event: 
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Merit Exemplar 2020 
Subject L1 History Standard 91005 Total score 05 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 M5 

Parihaka 
The candidate describes the main causes and the impacts of their chosen event 
in depth.  
The introduction is brief but adequate and outlines the causes and impacts that 
are going to be described in the main body of the essay.  
Each main body paragraph begins with a clear topic sentence that uses the key 
words from the question, e.g. ‘cause’ or ‘consequence / impact’. Dealing with 
these aspects in an organised way helps focus the essay.    
The first main body paragraph provides a good example of linking a cause to 
the event. The paragraph deals with the confiscation of land and the final 
sentence links this to Parihaka Village by saying it was built on confiscated land, 
and this was seen by the government as a rejection of the Crown and its 
sovereignty. It is very important to show this link to Parihaka and not just 
describe the land confiscation. 
The essay includes a significant amount of detailed supporting evidence that 
shows the candidate has a very good knowledge of the topic. In particular, as 
well as the numbers involved and the names of the main participants, the 
candidate names the laws that were passed to deal specifically with this event. 
The candidate adds further value to the essay by explaining the importance of 
each law and stating what it allowed or forbade. This sort of depth and detail is 
a major reason for the essay being awarded a Merit grade. 
The essay includes both a short- and long-term impact. This is good practice, 
and in this case, the impacts are directly related to the event. ‘Short-term’ and  
‘long-term’ are relative concepts, and a long-term impact could occur anywhere 
from a few months to years after the event, but it must be directly related to the 
event itself. In this case, the long-term impact occurred over 140 years after the 
event, but it is directly related in that it was a Crown apology for the way 
Parihaka residents were treated. 
The event itself is only briefly described, and this is all that is necessary at any 
level. It is more important to describe the causes and impacts of the event in 
depth. The essay does include detail in the causes or the consequences, 
however detail in all parts of the answer is required for the candidate to achieve 
an M6 grade (despite the very small discrepancies in the detail provided in each 
paragraph). Holistically, the essay does not quite meet the level of detail 
required to achieve an M6. 

 




