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Level 1 History 2020
91006 Describe how a significant historical event  

affected New Zealand society

2.00 p.m. Tuesday 24 November 2020 
Credits: Four

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Describe how a significant historical 
event affected New Zealand society.

Describe in depth how a significant 
historical event affected New Zealand 
society.

Comprehensively describe how a 
significant historical event affected  
New Zealand society.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should attempt ALL the questions in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–8 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.

ASSESSOR’S USE ONLY

TOTAL

Tick this box if 
there is no writing 

in this booklet

High Merit

17

No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.



INSTRUCTIONS

Choose ONE significant historical event that has affected New Zealand society from a context you 
have studied, and use it to answer the questions.

Read all the questions before you begin. Space for planning is provided with each question – this will 
not be marked.

Your chosen historical event should be: 
• a specific historical event that has significance to New Zealanders and New Zealand society, 

and
• an event that occurred within New Zealand, or an international event concerning / involving  

New Zealand / New Zealanders.

Write your chosen historical event in the box below.

Historical event: 
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Merit Exemplar 2020 
Subject L1 History Standard 91006 Total score 17 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 M6 

The candidate gives an in-depth overview of the events that occurred during the 
bombing of the Rainbow Warrior. There are examples of specific historical 
evidence throughout the response, but these need to be more comprehensive 
and used more consistently to achieve an E7.   

2 M6 

The candidate correctly identifies the perspective of the French Government 
and Greenpeace and links this perspective back to their chosen event. The 
candidate also identifies the actions that both parties took in response to their 
perspective, using relevant evidence to support their perspectives and actions.   

3 M5 

The candidate describes how the event shaped the lives of New Zealanders at 
the time and attempts to show links to how it still continues to shape New 
Zealand society today. 
The candidate uses general evidence to support their ideas but some of the 
ideas are mentioned only briefly without further supporting or explaining the link 
to the chosen event.  

 




