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Introduction 

For my level 1 spatial design course I had to present my plans for the Christchurch city 

centre bag drop to the counsel and to the public for consultation, so that people can learn 

about the building’s design and function before the public votes for which design they would 

like to be Christchurch city centre’s bag drop. My posters are designed to show case the 

building and to get people to understand why my design is best so that hopefully they will 

vote for it.  

It was important for me to have an effective presentation so that when my building design 

was to be presented it looked professional and it would promote me as a designer. 

To create my presentation, I first started off by learning about the design principals and 

elements. Then I analysed other people’s work to learn how they effectively used the 

design principals and elements to get and keep the viewer’s attention. Then I made some 

rough plans of how I would want to layout my presentation with four pages of A3 paper and 

then I moved on to see how I would present my information across pages. I did this by 

testing out different layouts and constantly moving things around. I used the design 

principals and elements so that I could get the viewer’s attention and to make my whole 

prestation effective for its purpose. 

 

Research 

As part of my research I learned about the design principles and elements. I learned that 

design principles had two main categories, functional and aesthetics.  

Functional design principles are about how something is used and how it will meet the 

users need. Some examples of functional design principles are safety, ergonomic fit and 

user friendliness. Aesthetic design principles are about how something looks and how it fits 

in with the things around it. Some examples of aesthetic design principles are proportion, 

balance, and movement.  

Ergonomic fit is about the way something interacts with its users. In a presentation 

ergonomic fit is about the way it is laid out and if it is easy for the viewer to see and read. 

Good ergonomic fit can be created by displaying a presentation at a height which makes it 

easy for most people to see. Good ergonomic fit also makes sure that the presentation is 

not too overcrowded and that it is easy to concentrate on. 

I also learned that design elements contain a mix of how a product looks and how it affects 

its user, both functional and aesthetic. Examples of aesthetic design elements are line, 

shape, colour, contrast, and alignment.  
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Line is used to show things which in the material world would be unseen, examples of this 

are movement and sound. Line can also create patterns and symmetry. Lines make the 

forms of shapes and can create eye lines which helps the viewer have a reference point on 

the page that they can refer to, the eye line also connects multiple pages.  

Shape can be used to link ideas together by presenting the ideas with the same shape 

bullet points or borders. Shape is used everyday for logos and symbols for people to 

recognise building and products of the same company or brand. Shape can be used in a 

presentation to format images and the layout of text.  

As a whole colour is used to reflect on the main message or theme of what is being 

presented. Colour is sometimes used to communicate emotion, examples of this would be 

red showing angry, blue showing sad and yellow showing happy. Colour is also used to 

reflect on people’s culture, personalities, and the current fashion trends. Colour can also be 

used to identify something with a company’s logo or a country’s colours.  

Contrast is used to “add visual interest”, contrast makes something stand out more and 

become of more interest to its user or viewer. Contrast can be created by using opposites 

of many forms, examples of this are thin lines against thick lines, rough textures against 

smooth textures or colours opposite each other on the colour wheel.  

Through my research I found that an effective way of linking multiple pages of the same 

project together would be through using a visual eye line either along the bottom or down 

the sides of the pages, depending on which format I will want my posters to be presented. I 

have also found that when making the text the same size, proportion, and colour it helps the 

viewer to be able read it more easily. 

Sources:  

http://www.j6design.com.au/6-principles-of-design/  

Design and Graphics in Technology: Ministry of Education guide 

The Non-designers Design Book: Robin Williams 

 

Double Page Analysis 

Modus news 02 http://ebooks.computerworks.eu/vectorworks/modus/02/mobile/index.html Pg. 10&11 

http://www.j6design.com.au/6-principles-of-design/
http://ebooks.computerworks.eu/vectorworks/modus/02/mobile/index.html
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On this double page spread 

the designers have used 

shape to standardize the way 

the pictures are presented. 

Even though the pictures are 

different sizes and are not all 

aligned with each other, the 

viewer understands that the 

picture are all related to each 

because they are all with in the 

same proximity and shape. 

To keep the two pages linked 

together the designer has 

overlapped two of the pictures. Without the overlapped in the pictures the pages could have 

easily been mistaken as two sperate pages, because all of the text has been positioned on 

the right page and there is no text on the left, just pictures and design drawings. 

To keep all the text linked as one piece the designer has used the same fonts and text size 

throughout the page. The only text that is a different size is the title, which is the same font, 

but bigger so the viewer can establish it as being the title. The reason the designer would 

have decided to keep the text the same font and sizes is so that all the text is linked and it 

makes it easier for the viewer to read without having to adjust for different font sizes all the 

time. The text also contrasts the background, so it stands out to the viewer. 

Another way the designer kept the text all linked together is by keeping one group of text 

having the same alignment and proximity. By using this it helps the viewer identify that the 

main group of text underneath the title is about the building design that the article is trying 

to show off. Then it also helps the viewer understand that the text group in the top righthand 

side of the page is talking about the designers, which is sperate information from the first lot 

of text. 

The designer uses contrast to show the coloured pictures against the black and white 

background and text. By using this design element, it allows the reader to individually focus 

on the text then the pictures instead of overloading with information and colour all at once.  

 

Single Page Analysis 

Modus news 02 http://ebooks.computerworks.eu/vectorworks/modus/02/mobile/index.html pg.19 

http://ebooks.computerworks.eu/vectorworks/modus/02/mobile/index.html%20pg.19
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The designer has tried to gain the viewers 

interest by having a large image that fills 

the page. This makes the image become 

a background as well as an attention 

graber.  

Text is used by making the size and font 

the same except to define the titles. This 

helps the viewer focus and be able to read 

the text more easily. By doing this the 

designer can get their message to the 

reader without it being hard for the reader. 

The designer uses line to separate their 

product title and the main body of text 

which tell the viewer about the product. 

This helps the idea of the product be 

introduced rather than there being one 

clump of text that the reader has to 

decipher. 

Shape is used to enclose the text in a 

semi-translucent box. This makes the text 

easier to read because the text is then not 

competing with the colours in the background picture. 

Colour is effectively used to create a border along the top of the page. This border creates 

a space for the designer to place their logo as well as an eye line for the viewer to have a 

reference point on the page. The colour white is effectively chosen as it is not too bright or 

too dark. The border also makes it easy for the viewer to focus on the border and then also 

to be able to easily focus on the rest of the page with out the border being too distracting. 

 

Informing My Planning 

From my research I can now understand and create an informed presentation to be 

presented to the public for consultation about the building I have designed.  

From my research I can now understand that it is effective to separate text from the more 

colourful parts of a page, so that the text can stand out more. I also understand that it is 

effective to keep the text all the same size and font so that the writing on my presentation is 

easy to read. I have learnt that using contrast makes the other pieces of information on the 

page stand out from each other. This makes things more eye catching and engaging to the 

viewer. 

I found that using close proximity was important to give as much information as possible, 

but it was also important to create distance between items, especially when introducing new 

topics. This means people don’t have to keep trying to read the whole time when looking at 
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a poster or page and it makes the page more appealing when items are spaced out from 

each other.  Another reason to include a close proximity is to keep different subjects and 

ideas linked to each other, for example a picture that is related to the text next to or near it. 

Using an eye line is beneficial because it allows the viewer to have a reference point on the 

page that they can relate back to. Having an eye line is even more beneficial when using 

multiple pages because the eye line can be carried through in the same position throughout 

the pages. This links the pages together by having a feature that is the same on all pages 

and that the viewer can identify as being same project. 

By using the same shapes for related topics, it links them together. For example, making all 

pictures on one subject square and all the pictures for another subject round. By using 

these shapes, the viewer then can identify the pictures as being part of two different 

subjects.  

Using different colours throughout an article makes it more attractive and vibrant to the 

viewer. This making the viewer more interested in the topic as a whole. I would use colours 

relating to the building and the logo that I have created. 

Keeping text aligned with itself allows for the text to stay as one piece of information and it 

makes it easier for the viewer to read because they don’t have to jump their eyes all over 

the page. 

 

Planning 

 

 

Design Elements and Principals in Use 
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For my presentation posters, I chose this layout because I wanted the layout to be easy for 

people to read and be able to have multiple people read it at once. With this layout all the 

information is displayed at the same level allowing people to “travel” along the line of 

posters. This allows people to stay standing up in the same position rather than having to 

bend down and look up to see the information.  

Throughout my posters I have used different means of communication to keep the poster 

interesting and eye catching. These means of communication were: pictures, text, icons, 

plans and logos. 

I chose to place the information about the designer at the end to signify that the building 

information is more important, so it comes first and the information about the designer is 

less important, so it comes at the end. 

 

Summary 

To create unity between the pages I put a line along the bottom of all the pages which 

visually links all the pages together as the lines align with each other when the pages are 

placed alongside each other. On top of the lines at the bottom of the pages I placed icons of 

all the different types of transport used around New Zealand. This was used to link the 

poster back to the idea of tourists using the Bag Drop and the modes of transport being 

possible ways people could have travelled into Christchurch. Another purpose of the icons 

was that they are “traveling” in the direction of which I intended for the posters to be read 

and these icons would hopefully encourage people to read them in that order. 

To keep the poster linked back to the ideas of the tourists using the bag drop I formatted my 

posters to look like postcards. By adding a white border and offsetting the angle of the 

pictures it created the “postcard” look. This look was repeated throughout the four posters 

except for on the floor plan. By doing this it separated the more technical floor plan from the 

more colourful design photos. 

I used space when placing the images. The images of the first and last pages I placed 
overlapping each other. This was to make the images feel connected and relevant to each 
other as well as to try and encourage the postcard idea of the photo style. On the second 
page I used space to separate my images and their corresponding text from each other and 
make them feel like separate pieces of information.  
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To keep things in the similar position I always placed the titles in the same place, across the 

top of the page, on all the pages. I also always placed the logo for the Bag Drop next to the 

title. This was to help keep the unity between the pages and to have the pages feel aligned 

when placed together. Another thing I kept in the same position was the catch phase, which 

is always placed in the bottom left corner of the page. These features also connect the 

pages through repetition. 

On the second page I used contrast by placing the images on opposite sides of the page. 
This was because I wanted to use the pictures like bullet points to the corresponding text 
for each of them. To add visual interest, I decided to place the pictures on opposite sides of 
the page from each other. Although this might make it harder to read, it clearly defines the 
different pieces of information from each other, to make it a little easier to read I made sure 
all the text and images were balanced with each other. 

As well as placing the images on opposite sides of the page, I also made all the images on 
the second page the same size and shape so that they are more identifiable as “bullet 
points” even though the content inside the picture is changed. 

I used the orange and green colours throughout my poster to align with the logo I created 
for the Bag Drop. The black was used as a base colour to create a neutral background. 

Another way I used colour was by always keeping the text orange so that it was easy for 
people to read and that people didn’t have to adjust to different colours all the time when 
reading it. By keeping the text colour the same, it made sure that the viewers can relate all 
the text as being together. There was only one piece of text that I chose to use a different 
colour for, this was the catch phrase which I coloured green. This was because the catch 
phrase was the only piece of text that is on all the pages and to show that it is not 
information about the building, but rather to advertise the building to its eventual users, the 
tourists. 

I used a line on the last page to mark the end of the information about the building and the 
start of the information about the designer of the building. The colour green was used to 
show the change in information type as well as bringing some colour variety to the poster. 

I always placed similar information within a close proximity to each other, so that the 
information type wasn’t always being changed around. 

I changed the texture of the floor plan so that it felt more like a plan rather than an image 
used for selling the buildings look and function. 

By learning about the design elements and principals I was able to create an effective 
presentation to advertise the building I had designed. The design elements and principals 
allowed me to create a presentation that was effective and served both its aesthetic 
purposes, to catch and maintain the attention of the viewer, and functional purposes, to 
showcase my plans for the Christchurch city centre bag drop. I think my presentation was 
effective, because it contained all the information I wished to present, and it was easy and 
well structured for the viewer to look at. 
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affect their design (such as positive and negative viewpoints). 

  




