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Level 2 History 2020
91233 Examine causes and consequences  

of a significant historical event

2.00 p.m. Wednesday 25 November 2020 
Credits: Five

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Examine causes and consequences of 
a significant historical event. 

Examine, in depth, causes and 
consequences of a significant historical 
event.

Comprehensively examine causes and 
consequences of a significant historical 
event.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should write ONE essay in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–11 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.
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No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.



INSTRUCTIONS

Write an essay on ONE significant historical event, using the essay question below.

Your essay must include an introduction and a conclusion, and use detailed supporting evidence. 

You should provide context for your discussion by adding a concise paragraph describing the 
historical event.

Write your chosen historical event in the box below.

Plan your essay on page 3. Begin your essay on page 4.

ESSAY QUESTION

Examine the causes of a significant historical event and two of its important impacts.

Historical event: 
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Excellence Exemplar 2020 
Subject L2 History Standard 91233 Total score 07 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 E7 

The Battle of Dien Bien Phu (1954) 
The candidate demonstrates comprehensive examination of a significant 
historical event, with some insight, by using sufficiently accurate and valid 
detailed supporting evidence in the presentation of two causes and two 
important impacts.  
On pages 5 and 6, the first cause covering Vietnam’s history of foreign invasion 
provides a chronological series of dates from 111 BCE through to 1946; figures 
including Vietnamese deaths in French rubber plantations; proper names 
throughout such as Indochinese Union, President Wilson, Viet Nam Quan Dan 
Lang, Indochinese Communist Party, Viet Minh, Nagasaki and Hiroshima, and 
the Soviet Union; subject / context specific language such as ideology, 
expansion, natural and labour resources, exploitation, resistance, suppression, 
colonialism, liberation, guerrilla tactics, proclamation, and nationalism; quotes 
on pages 4 and 5 such as “God, gold, and glory”, “white man’s burden”, and “all 
men are created equal”. 
Also on pages 5 and 6, the evidence is presented in a chronological and causal 
series beginning with the Chinese occupation in 111 BCE and concluding with 
the French return to Vietnam in 1946. Throughout this series, the candidate 
takes care to establish causal links such as the French economic motive and 
sense of racial superiority leading to the exploitation of the Vietnamese, to 
which the Vietnamese resistance is linked, followed by the opportunity provided 
by the end of World War II for Ho Chi Minh to proclaim independence before the 
French could return. Some insight is demonstrated by explaining the impact of 
wider global events on Vietnam, e.g. the impact of the French defeat in Europe 
in 1940 and the explanation for the US support of France rather than the newly 
proclaimed and independent Vietnam.  
Sufficient insight is further demonstrated in the essay on page 6 where the 
independence granted by the French in the Elysée Agreement is succinctly 
proven to be ‘unconvincing’. 
On page 8, the delay of the unification referendum is not explained by the 
popularity of Ho Chi Minh (as is more frequently encountered), but by the delay 
giving the capitalist SVN time to ‘flourish and prosper’ – a somewhat insightful 
explanation given the economic context of the capitalist / communist divide. 

 




