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Level 2 History 2020
91233 Examine causes and consequences  

of a significant historical event

2.00 p.m. Wednesday 25 November 2020 
Credits: Five

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Examine causes and consequences of 
a significant historical event. 

Examine, in depth, causes and 
consequences of a significant historical 
event.

Comprehensively examine causes and 
consequences of a significant historical 
event.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should write ONE essay in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–11 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.
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TOTAL

Tick this box if 
there is no writing 

in this booklet

Low Merit

05

No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.



INSTRUCTIONS

Write an essay on ONE significant historical event, using the essay question below.

Your essay must include an introduction and a conclusion, and use detailed supporting evidence. 

You should provide context for your discussion by adding a concise paragraph describing the 
historical event.

Write your chosen historical event in the box below.

Plan your essay on page 3. Begin your essay on page 4.

ESSAY QUESTION

Examine the causes of a significant historical event and two of its important impacts.

Historical event: 
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Merit Exemplar 2020 
Subject L2 History Standard 91233 Total score 05 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 M5 

Hitler becoming Chancellor (1933) 
The candidate demonstrates examination of a significant historical event in 
depth by using sufficiently accurate and valid detailed supporting evidence to 
present two causes and two important impacts.  
On pages 4 and 5, the first cause covering the Treaty of Versailles provides a 
chronological sequence of dates; figures including restrictions on German 
armed forces, loss of land and German citizens, and reparations. It also 
includes proper names throughout such as The Big Three, Hitler, Chancellor, 
Nazi Party; and subject / context specific language such as appointment, diktat, 
perspective, propaganda, policy, and public eye. 
Also on pages 4 and 5, the candidate presents evidence in a causal sequence, 
beginning with the terms of the Treaty of Versailles, followed by Hitler’s political 
response. Throughout this sequence, the candidate takes care to establish 
causal links such as the restriction of armed forces and war guilt leading to 
German humiliation and weakness, to which Hitler’s use of the terms as 
propaganda for an alternative government are linked. However, the explanation 
might have shown more perceptive depth by positioning the German 
government that accepted the diktat as democratic, against which stood Hitler 
with his anti-democratic Führerprinzip and absolute rejection of the treaty. 

 




