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Level 3 History 2020
91438 Analyse the causes and consequences  

of a significant historical event

2.00 p.m. Thursday 19 November 2020 
Credits: Six

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Analyse the causes and consequences 
of a significant historical event.

Analyse, in depth, the causes and 
consequences of a significant historical 
event.

Comprehensively analyse the causes 
and consequences of a significant 
historical event. 

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

Write ONE essay in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–12 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.
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Excellence Exemplar 2020 
Subject L3 History Standard 91438 Total score 07 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 E7 

The Takapūneke Massacre 
The candidate provides a detailed plan that unpacks the quote. 
The candidate sets out a suitable significant event with a clear, specific time 
frame that allows for the scope of analysis required at Level 3. 
In the introduction, the candidate establishes the significance of this massacre 
and addresses the quote in the introduction. They also outline their position 
“ … causes are generally apparent, but the consequences remain more 
ambiguous”. They sustain this position throughout their response. 
Three important causes are chosen, each with well-chosen, specific evidence. 
All are convincingly argued, with a separate paragraph provided on page 7 
evaluating the importance of three causal factors relative to each other. This 
helps the candidate correctly answer a key part of the question, i.e. analysing 
the important causes. 
Three consequences are discussed with well-chosen specific evidence – 
arguably the third consequence could have been omitted to create a tighter 
answer that was more concise. The candidate draws direct links to the 
consequences, although they are arguing these are ambiguous in nature.  
A separate paragraph evaluating the importance of three consequences relative 
to each other is discussed on page 12, although it has not been developed to 
the same level as the causation one. This helps the candidate to correctly 
answer another key part of the question, i.e. analysing the important 
consequences. 
Overall, the student has engaged with the question with confidence, sustaining 
their position on the quote, although the response begins to lose its way at the 
conclusion.  
Historiography has been used judiciously. 

 




