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Level 3 History 2020
91438 Analyse the causes and consequences  

of a significant historical event

2.00 p.m. Thursday 19 November 2020 
Credits: Six

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Analyse the causes and consequences 
of a significant historical event.

Analyse, in depth, the causes and 
consequences of a significant historical 
event.

Comprehensively analyse the causes 
and consequences of a significant 
historical event. 

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

Write ONE essay in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–12 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.
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TOTAL

Tick this box if 
there is no writing 

in this booklet

Low Merit

05

No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.



INSTRUCTIONS

Write an essay on ONE significant historical event that you have studied, using the essay task below. 
Your essay should be concise and well argued.

Write your chosen historical event in the box below.

Plan your essay on page 3. Begin your essay on page 4.

ESSAY QUESTION

Causes are always clear but consequences are not.

Analyse the important causes and consequences of a significant historical event you have 
studied. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the statement above that causes are 
clearer than consequences?

Historical event: 

2

History 91438, 2020



PLANNING

3

History 91438, 2020













9

History 91438, 2020

ASSESSOR’S 
USE ONLY



10

History 91438, 2020

ASSESSOR’S 
USE ONLY

QUESTION 
NUMBER

Extra space if required.
Write the question number(s) if applicable.



11

History 91438, 2020

ASSESSOR’S 
USE ONLY

QUESTION 
NUMBER

Extra space if required.
Write the question number(s) if applicable.



9
1

4
3

8
12

History 91438, 2020

ASSESSOR’S 
USE ONLY

QUESTION 
NUMBER

Extra space if required.
Write the question number(s) if applicable.



Merit Exemplar 2020 
Subject L3 History Standard 91438 Total score 05 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 M5 

Rwandan Genocide (1994)  
The candidate provides a concise answer that directly answers the question 
and meets the key achievement criteria requirements.  
The event is well defined with a concise account provided in the introduction. 
The candidate identifies two causes and consequences and signifies they will 
address the quote through the essay. 
Important relevant causation has been chosen (European colonialism causing 
ethnic tension and the death of President Habyarimana as a trigger cause). 
These are analysed with specific detail and supporting evidence, and there is 
sufficient explanation of how the causal factors link to the event. 
Each cause is assessed against the quote on its individual merits, although this 
is done fairly simply and is unconvincing. 
A separate paragraph evaluates the two causes relative to each other to help 
the candidate achieve a Merit grade. 
Two relevant direct consequences are identified: the Great Lakes refugee crisis 
and seeking justice. The former consequence includes some  
well-considered evidence to support the argument that the consequence is 
significant. However, the second consequence is not analysed to the same 
convincing level.  
Each consequence is assessed against the quote on its individual merits. 
However, this is very simplistic, as is the separate paragraph evaluating the two 
consequences relative to each other. 
Overall, this is a well-structured, well-signposted, concise response that 
demonstrates a sound understanding of how the important causes led to the 
Rwandan Genocide; shows a valid understanding of two key direct significant 
consequences of the genocide; incorporates well-considered, accurate 
evidence to support arguments (although this is uneven); shows clear but 
simplistic prioritisation; attempts to analyse the statement for each cause and 
consequence on its individual merits. 

 




