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INSTRUCTIONS

Read the resource booklet about lithium extraction in Bolivia. Integrate supporting evidence from a
variety of resource materials into your answers.

Your answers should demonstrate your understanding of a range of geographic skills, conventions,
and concepts. A list of geographic concepts is provided on page 2 of the resource booklet.

QUESTION
(a) Describe the geography (location, size, and extent) of the Salar de Uyuni (Uyuni salt flat).
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Use specific geographic information from the resources, with precision, to support your answer.
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(b) How and why is the natural and/or cultural environment of this area suitagle for lithium extraction?
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(c) Lithium demand is predicted to grow as people embrace ‘green’ (environmentally friendly)
technologies that require lithium-ion (Li-ion) batteries. For example, by 2030, electric vehicles are

~expected fo account for 75% of total lithium demand.

s
Considering the statement above, and the resource material, ho@ lithium mining in

Bolivia likely to be in future?
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Extra space if required.
Write the question number(s) if applicable.
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Excellence Exemplar 2022

Subject | Level 3 Geography Standard | 91429 | Total score | 08
Q SRR Annotation
score

E8

This candidate uses geographic skills with precision in both parts (a) and (c)
when describing the geography of the Salar for all three aspects (size, location,
and extent) and also the climate being suitable for lithium extraction.
Categorising the aspects of abundance and accessibility allowed the candidate
to demonstrate they clearly understood what makes the environment suitable
for extraction, and was insightful. They considered the shorter- and long-term
impacts of extraction when considering sustainability and also analysed
economic, social, and environmental aspects to weigh up potential positive and
negative outcomes before coming to a conclusion. Specifics from the resources
were used to support the ideas and not merely copied word for word from the
text.






