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score

Marker commentary

One

M6

The candidate explains the process of ice formation leading to
increased salinity and denser water, and how this results in
downwelling.

They also explain and link how melting ice reduces the salinity,
therefore the density, causing a reduction in downwelling.

Finally, they link how warmer waters at lower latitudes reduces the
dissolving of carbon dioxide compared to the poles.

Two

M5

The candidate describes absorption of solar energy by the surface
layer of the ocean.

They link the warming of the atmosphere due to greenhouse gases
and to the warming of the surface layer of the ocean.

Three

A4

The candidate states that South America deflects surface currents,
and links the circular direction of the SPG to bordering landmasses
and the ACC.

They describe how ocean currents are linked together to transfer
debris to the SPG, and how the circular motion of the SPG draws
debris into the middle where Henderson Island is located. The
explanation lacks details of the cause and effect to meet the Merit
criteria.






