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Level 3 Media Studies 2023
91490 Demonstrate understanding of an aspect of a 

media industry

Credits: Four

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Demonstrate understanding of an 
aspect of a media industry.

Demonstrate in-depth understanding of 
an aspect of a media industry.

Demonstrate perceptive understanding 
of an aspect of a media industry.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should write an essay on ONE of the four statements in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–12 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

Do not write in any cross-hatched area (
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INSTRUCTIONS 

Choose ONE media industry. 

Write an essay discussing the extent to which you agree with ONE of the statements below. 
Respond critically to the statement by evaluating the operation, impact, and wider significance 

of an aspect of your chosen media industry. 

STATEMENTS (Choose ONE) 

1. Ethics are important to how a media industry operates.

2. Technology dictates what media we consume.

3. Consumers influence media industries.

4. Innovation is essential in media industries.
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Aspect of the media industry: fu,\0.1 tl\C.e �c..n.v\ 

Statement number: [iJ 
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Media Studies 91490, 2023  



4 

You should aim to write a concise essay of no more than 5-6 pages. The quality of your writing is 
more important than the length of your essay. 

Make sure you respond only to your chosen statement throughout your essay, and include 
relevant, specific supporting detail from a range of media texts, and/or evidence from other 
sources. 

Begin your essay here: 
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Excellence 

Subject:  Media Studies 

Standard:  91490 

Total score: 07 

Q Grade 
score Marker commentary 

1 (3) E7 The candidate provided a detailed analysis of an aspect of the 
global music industry, in response to statement 3: “Consumers 
influence media industries”. The candidate linked the key points of 
the emergence of vinyl, legacy artists, and sampling to the key 
ideas of nostalgia and the way in which the music industry 
capitalises on this. The candidate interrogated the statement 
around the influence that consumers have on the genre, discussing 
the nuances. The response referenced a variety of stakeholders, 
including consumers, and the way in which they influence each 
other (for example, the manufactured sense of nostalgia), 
exploring the way vinyl, legacy artists, and sampling work within 
the industry. A range of primary and secondary evidence was 
provided, including details about musicians; data from the industry, 
such as sales and streaming data; and quotes from theorists and 
critics. Across the essay, there is evidence of perceptive insight 
into how the industry works, and evaluation of the way in which 
the consumer has real power within the industry. At the end, the 
candidate pulls the discussion together around how the consumer 
maximises profit for the industry. 

 




