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Level 3 Media Studies 2023
91493 Demonstrate understanding of a relationship 

between a media genre and society

Credits: Four

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Demonstrate understanding of a 
relationship between a media genre and 
society.

Demonstrate in-depth understanding of 
a relationship between a media genre 
and society.

Demonstrate perceptive understanding 
of a relationship between a media genre 
and society.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should write an essay on ONE of the four statements in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–12 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

Do not write in any cross-hatched area ( ). This area will be cut off when the booklet is marked.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.

SUPERVISOR’S USE ONLY

Draw a cross through the box ( )  
if you have NOT written in this booklet
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No part of the candidate’s evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining an NZQA qualification or award.

TOTAL 04High Achievement







her own business and being successful with it, all while covering things up such as her daughters murder. Women 

were thought to be nothing but someone to do house chores and look after the children at home, so after seeing a 

film displaying everything but that- without blatantly being a 'feminist film'- society started to think about just how far 

a woman could go. I think these two films perfectly tell stories of our own society and reflects how people's minds 

worked back then, even now in 2023 I believe there are still people living amongst our society who are fearful of 

what a woman in power could be capable of. 

FIim Nair is an absolutely iconic genre, and although it may not be as popular as It was around eighty years ago, 

they tell valuable stories and lessons in disguise as a detective story adapted from a hard boiled fiction book. 

Society has come an amazingly long way, it"s interesting to look back on iconic films such as these three and be 

able to recognise what society was going through at the time of filming, and it's even more interesting to think about 

how many of these films would have helped people going through hard times. I know that although noir isn't 

necessarily a genre that people produce anymore, but as long as there are stories to tell about our society, there is a 

reason for a noir film to re-emerge. 
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Achievement 

Subject:  Media Studies 

Standard:  91493 

Total score: 04 

Q Grade 
score Marker commentary 

1 (4) A4 The candidate outlined the film noir genre to be discussed and 
linked this to statement 4: “Genre tells us stories about ourselves”. 
The candidate used strong primary evidence from two texts to 
support the discussion throughout, approaching the response 
using conventions of the genre and how these link to aspects of 
society at the time, in this case reflecting the fears of female 
empowerment. The candidate also positioned the genre as the 
central focus of the response rather than addressing individual 
texts and how they reflect aspects of society. 
As the choice of genre was from a specific timeframe, the 
candidate could have discussed society and texts without having 
to explain the multiple different societies in which films were made, 
which would have pushed the response to be more text-based 
rather than genre-based. Personal reflections on what this means, 
such as “I” statements, were unsupported with other evidence or 
only mentioned briefly and not explored in enough detail. To gain a 
higher grade, further discussion of how and why society impacted 
on the genre and / or the genre impacted on society was required. 

 


