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Merit 
 

Subject:  Visual Arts RAS 

Standard:  91914 

Marker commentary 

For Merit, candidates need to apply Visual Arts processes and conventions to inform their own art-making. 
This involves developing a range of processes, materials, and techniques to produce options for 
advancement, and making connections between experimental works to inform an art-making intention. 

This submission has been verified and placed at the lower end of the Merit grade range for Level 6 of the 
New Zealand Curriculum, fulfilling the criteria for Merit by: 

• developing the use of positive and negative space in experimentation, and applying this knowledge 
in compositional planning sketches 

• making connections between each sequence of the investigation through the use of geometric 
forms 

• exploring each compositional idea with a range of processes including small sketches and relevant 
media studies 

• developing ideas through small exploratory works, without the need for explanatory annotation. 

The visual recording processes at the beginning of the submission (pages 1–3) show experimentation in a 
range of media, but do not aid development of the candidate’s art-making intention. Limited evidence of 
development in the candidate’s use of these processes and media are evident in later works. 

To be placed securely within the Merit grade range, the candidate needs to present more varied exploration 
of composition in arranging subject matter. For example, placement of the Jellyfish (page 7), could be 
considered in more innovative ways. 

Additionally, the candidate could present more densely populated pages by completing further small colour 
study paintings, handled in a similar fashion to the Jellyfish, to sit more comfortably in the Merit range. 
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Merit 
 

Subject:  Visual Arts RAS 

Standard:  91914 

Marker commentary 

This submission has been verified at the higher end of the Merit grade range, fulfilling the criteria by: 

• comprehensively developing media usage during the initial recording process (page 1), and 
exploring various media and mark-making techniques while documenting subject matter 

• providing established practice context for the development of their art-making intention, which 
informs media exploration of mark-making in pencil (page 2), without laborious written analysis 

• confidently handling painting explorations, and providing a range of options that could be further 
developed and refined 

• beginning to refine their compositional ideas, in particular with small painted studies. 

For Excellence, the candidate would need to extend the use of small painted studies to refine their art-
making intention, or revisit the successful expressionist mark-making, from earlier in the submission, in new 
compositions to hone their skills. 
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