
912190

2
9 1 2 1 9

© New Zealand Qualifications Authority, 2024. All rights reserved.
No part of this publication may be reproduced by any means without the prior permission of the New Zealand Qualifications Authority.

Level 2 Drama 2024
91219 Discuss drama elements, techniques, conventions 

and technologies within live performance

Credits: Four

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Discuss drama elements, techniques, 
conventions and technologies within live 
performance.

Discuss drama elements, techniques, 
conventions and technologies within live 
performance in an informed manner.

Discuss drama elements, techniques, 
conventions and technologies within live 
performance in a perceptive manner.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should attempt ALL the questions in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–16 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

Do not write in any cross-hatched area ( ). This area will be cut off when the booklet is marked.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.

SUPERVISOR’S USE ONLY

Draw a cross through the box ( )  
if you have NOT written in this booklet

+

No part of the candidate’s evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining an NZQA qualification or award.
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Subject: Drama 

Standard: 91219 

Total score: 09 
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Marker commentary 

One A3 

The candidate identified two conventions in part (a) – Beatnik poetry and 
chorus. The question asked for the response to be around one convention. 
Chorus was assessed, because it was the convention the candidate had 
addressed more fully in their response. The key moment was referred to 
generally as “when Simon sung the song about his dead father, Don’t Plug It 
In”. 

The candidate explained simply how the convention was used at this moment 
– Chorus was used to emphasise important phrases such as ‘six years old’,
‘resting place’, and ‘don’t plug it in’.

A simple drawing was used to show the placement of actors in performance 
during this moment. This, combined with the simple explanation of ‘repeat 
important phrases’, showed how the actors used the convention of chorus. 

In part (b) the candidate discussed how the use of the convention created 
deeper understanding of the character in performance, when they said that 
the “chorus repeating significant phrases in the song made the audience 
realise the inner conflict and guilt that Simon had unintentionally killed his 
father, and that this had profoundly impacted Simon’s life, despite him being 
only six”. 

The discussion and explanation around character is general rather than 
specific to the key moment, and the response to this question is therefore at 
the level of a ‘simple explanation and discussion’. 

Two A3 

The candidate identified a moment of tension in the play. They explained, 
simply, how an actor used drama techniques to create tension in this 
moment: “… she used a direct tone of voice to show she was confident with 
her opinion”, and “… tall posture to show her dominance”. 

A simple sketch was provided, showing the position of the two actors in 
relation to each other in the scene. The sketch was not annotated with 
examples of techniques used by the actors. 

In part (b) the candidate’s response explained the impact of the moment of 
tension, using quotations from the play as supporting evidence: “Tashandra 
had been lying to her friends … about the law exam”, and “I guess I won’t give 
my baby your fake name”. 

The candidate connected the moment of tension with a key theme in the 
play: “… makes Tashandra realise she shouldn't have been dishonest in the 
first place, which is a key theme of the play”. 

More detail around the techniques used in part (a) would have supported a 
higher grade. 

Three A3 In part (a) the candidate explained clearly how the technologies of set and 
lighting were used in combination at a key moment (the opening scene), with 



a description of the artificial womb Frankenstein was born from: “… made out 
of fleshy latex, metal frames, and wooden poles; hanging lightbulbs … often 
surge and pulse with electricity”. 

The candidate identified these technologies as symbolising life and birth. The 
clear explanation was supported with an annotated drawing. 

In part (b) the candidate linked the use of the technologies to a key theme: 
“… actions can cause major consequences”. The only further reference to 
technology came with connecting the pulsing lights with the process of 
galvanism that was used in the Frankenstein creation. The remainder of the 
candidate’s answer was plot-driven, and the question was therefore not fully 
addressed in part (b). Also, there was limited reference to evidence, and only 
a simple discussion of how technology helped communicate the overall 
dramatic intention of the performance. This kept the grade at A3. 
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