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(b) Discuss how the use of this convention created a deeper understanding of the character in the
performance.

You could consider:
a character’s beliefs, values, or opinions
the character’s status within the play
connections to society.

Give specific details from the performance to support your answer.

Beatnik poetry and chorus deepened
e dudiences uncerstardina of
Simons CharaCter, fthe chorus repeating
Signiticapt phdses that Simon sal
made the audience realize Mis inpec
contlict and quilt that he has. Simon
unin’ren+‘xczt!§j Ki ling his dad with Q
beater Uhitat ke uns in the bath

hos profoundly impacted  Simon's ite.
despite him only, being Six ard cloing
what he thought was best. Simon

s the manager for the Supermarket
‘shop 0 pay - ond we think of“0s this
MmeoN Quy Who bosses eweryone arounrd.
But really, he's dust fr%{)ng to keep this
bussines dong N the hopes that he'll
Moke his “dod prud. we kmow this
Decause ot the end of his song he
soys. L dust wanfed 1o get his
right, for my dad, he loved this
ploce. SMoN~is a huge fomily and Pelieves
trat his emplogees are his family and treats
hem like @ amﬂg.
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QUESTION TWO: Tension

To answer this question, refer to a live performance you have performed in (either devised or
scripted) OR you have seen this year.

Title of performance: Chec. l‘\Ou \- Ch iCKS
Playwright/theatre company: RO«ChQ { Cal ki.ﬂClI"'\

Tension is a sense of anticipation or conflict within characters, character relationships, or situations
within a drama. It is used to develop dramatic action and maintain the audience'’s interest.

Briefly describe a moment of tension in the live performance:

Hope Jo Uik Tashandra, her best Friend,
becouse she has been lying to her

(a) Explain how one or more actor(s) used drama techniques to create tension in this moment.
Give specific details from the performance to support your answer. You may sketch and make
annotations in the space below. fo crepre k:nsiof‘-—\

Hope used Q Variety of dioma techniques® Auring
he argument scene  with Toshgrdid. She
used q direct tone 6% voice 1o show that she
is confident with her opinion. She kept a
rall posture o ehow her dominance

Drama 91219, 2024 01478
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(b) Discuss the impact of this moment of tension.
You could consider:
intended effect on the audience
how the moment relates to a social/political / cultural message
how the moment relates to the wider world.

Give specific details from the performance to support your answer."

Tashandra had been Iying to her friendls
oncdl coworkers abour her Scholarship law exam
because 8he didn't want people 1o think that
she, doesmt want fo work at shop n pad, she
even changed. her ndme from Elizobeth 1o
Tashandra. Her best Friencl Hope ends
up finding aut and calls her cut on it Hope
SOYs some nasty things such as, “af least

| can look myselt in “the mirror and know
fat Itm pot a liar and 1 guess | wont
aive my baby, é?cur,?ake nome . This
omount of conflich between her Friendship
and the level of tenaion Makes Toshandm
reahize 4 that she shouldnt oF Heen
dishone st in the first place, which is a
big key theme in fhe play. This 4 can
be relatdble for the audierce andl
manipulates them fo think about what
lying and not being horest can aféect
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QUESTION THREE: Technology

To answer this question, refer to a live performance you have seen this year.

Title of performance: FrONIKEN stein
Playwright/theatre company: National Theatre

Choose (v) TWO of the following technologies:

D Costume [:] Properties D Make-up D Digital projection
B/Lighﬁng D Music lE/Set D Sound
D Other:

Consider a key moment when these technologies were used in combination in the performance.

(a) Explain how these technologies were used in combination at that key moment.

Give specific details from the performance to support your answer. You may sketch and make
annotations in the space below.

During the openingy Moment we see a
‘womb oN stoge that a creoture. was born out
of , the womb is made out of Fleshy lakey,
Metal frames and wooden Qoks. There are hanging
lignt bulbs &n the celiing that ofien puise and
Surge with eletricity, red lighting is also used.
These technologies combined DED symbolise
birth and life .

PR A) b Q:B < e o
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The term ‘dramatic intention’ refers to what the director and/or designer wants the audience to
understand from watching the performance.

(b) Discuss how these technologies helped communicate the overall dramatic intention of the
performance.

You could consider:
the understanding of a key message
the purpose of the performance
links to local and/or global issues and concerns.

Give specific details from the performance to support your answer.

Set and lighting help convey a key theme
within the performance, which is  ‘your
OCtions Can cause Major consequences’
Victor created g creature through the use
of gavanismM, (Wit which is what the
pulsing lights represent) Victor approches
the creature ond quickly realizes the mistake
hes made and dbandons him. This Choiee
Impacts the, creatures lite andl he later
learns to get revende, since the credtue
lockgda parental  fiqure throughout his
Dirth, he erds up killing Victors brother;
William, and his wife 7 Elizabeth, Just
o Make sure Victor knows what it feels
like t© have no ane- The to later meet
and Victor vells "I am your master,

Srould show respect . the creatue eplies
with, “a Master has duties, bou leH me
o #e de’. This mokes Vitior realize
what he's done and how him abandoni
Someane. , lead to his Jife being fuinedt
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Marker commentary

One

A3

The candidate identified two conventions in part (a) — Beatnik poetry and
chorus. The question asked for the response to be around one convention.
Chorus was assessed, because it was the convention the candidate had
addressed more fully in their response. The key moment was referred to
generally as “when Simon sung the song about his dead father, Don’t Plug It
In”.

The candidate explained simply how the convention was used at this moment
— Chorus was used to emphasise important phrases such as ‘six years old’,
‘resting place’, and ‘don’t plug it in’.

A simple drawing was used to show the placement of actors in performance
during this moment. This, combined with the simple explanation of ‘repeat
important phrases’, showed how the actors used the convention of chorus.

In part (b) the candidate discussed how the use of the convention created
deeper understanding of the character in performance, when they said that
the “chorus repeating significant phrases in the song made the audience
realise the inner conflict and guilt that Simon had unintentionally killed his
father, and that this had profoundly impacted Simon'’s life, despite him being
only six”.

The discussion and explanation around character is general rather than
specific to the key moment, and the response to this question is therefore at
the level of a ‘simple explanation and discussion’.

Two

A3

The candidate identified a moment of tension in the play. They explained,
simply, how an actor used drama techniques to create tension in this
moment: “... she used a direct tone of voice to show she was confident with
her opinion”, and “... tall posture to show her dominance”.

A simple sketch was provided, showing the position of the two actors in
relation to each other in the scene. The sketch was not annotated with
examples of techniques used by the actors.

In part (b) the candidate’s response explained the impact of the moment of
tension, using quotations from the play as supporting evidence: “Tashandra
had been lying to her friends ... about the law exam”, and “l guess | won’t give
my baby your fake name”.

The candidate connected the moment of tension with a key theme in the
play: “... makes Tashandra realise she shouldn't have been dishonest in the
first place, which is a key theme of the play”.

More detail around the techniques used in part (a) would have supported a
higher grade.

Three

A3

In part (a) the candidate explained clearly how the technologies of set and
lighting were used in combination at a key moment (the opening scene), with




a description of the artificial womb Frankenstein was born from: “... made out
of fleshy latex, metal frames, and wooden poles; hanging lightbulbs ... often
surge and pulse with electricity”.

The candidate identified these technologies as symbolising life and birth. The
clear explanation was supported with an annotated drawing.

In part (b) the candidate linked the use of the technologies to a key theme:
“... actions can cause major consequences”. The only further reference to
technology came with connecting the pulsing lights with the process of
galvanism that was used in the Frankenstein creation. The remainder of the
candidate’s answer was plot-driven, and the question was therefore not fully
addressed in part (b). Also, there was limited reference to evidence, and only
a simple discussion of how technology helped communicate the overall
dramatic intention of the performance. This kept the grade at A3.
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