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Merit 

Subject:  Digital Technologies 

Standard:  91908 

Total score: 05 

Question 
Grade 
score 

Marker commentary 

Network 
communication 

protocols 
M5 

The candidate provided a clear and accurate explanation of key concepts 
and technical understanding. They gave a detailed explanation of how SSL / 

TLS protocols protect data integrity and confidentiality through encryption 
and secure handshake mechanisms. They also explained the role of these 
protocols in ensuring that data remains confidential and integral during 
transmission. 

The discussion on network communication protocols showed an 
understanding of the technical capabilities and limitations, which meets the 
basic requirements for a Merit grade, but did not extensively cover the 
broader implications or innovative aspects of these technologies. 

Examples like online shopping and e-commerce were used to illustrate how 
SSL / TLS enhances security. This application to real-world scenarios 
demonstrated an understanding of how theory applies in practical contexts. 
However, the examples and explanations could benefit from greater detail 
or discussion of contrasting scenarios or perspectives, which might have 
elevated the response to a higher Merit or to Excellence level. 

The response showed some comparative analysis, especially in explaining 
the importance of TLS over non-secure connections. However, this 
comparison was quite straightforward and lacked a deeper exploration of 
contrasting perspectives or alternative technologies. 

While the paper touched on important aspects of security protocols, it 
lacked insightful conclusions about future developments or deeper 
implications beyond the immediate context. The analysis was more 
describing than explaining. This submission could have been improved by 
discussing emerging security challenges or new technologies and evaluating 
different security approaches. This would have allowed for a deeper 
discussion of the strengths and weaknesses of existing protocols. 
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