
 

 

 

 

 

Level 1 Visual Arts 

91914  Explore Visual Arts processes and 
conventions to inform own art making 
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Excellence 

No part of the candidate’s evidence in this exemplar material may be presented in an external 
assessment for the purpose of gaining an NZQA qualification or award. 
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Breif 
I have been asked to design a logo, poster, billboard, and website for 
a new surf wax company. The surf wax company is going to be called 
Reef Wax and needs to look safe, retro, natural, and fun, and will be 
appealing to 10-25 year old surfers. The company is committed to 
helping the environment by using safe ingrediants. This will be clear 
in my designs by using words and illutrations to demonstrate this to 
the target audience. 

The overall topic for my folio is surfing. Some words that describe my 
topic are, fun, natrual, calm, retro, enviromental. Some topic ideas I 
could use for my business, company or compain connected to my 
topic are eco friendly surf wax, eco friendly sunscreen/wax. These 
will include the aspect of kaitiakitanga by protecting the ocean, 
showing responsibility for wild life and reefs, and taking action 
towards problems. My company could be called Reef Wax. 

My outcomes 

Play and experimentation 
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Maori patterns 
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The poutama is a common pattern used throughout Maori weaving and artwork. 
It means stairs, and symbolises whakapapa or genealogy, and also the pursuit 
of knowledge, advancement and growth. 
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Excellence 
 
 

Subject:  Visual Arts 

Standard:  91914  

Marker commentary 

This submission works within the fields of design and photography. Exploration of an 
individually chosen topic allows for student agency and voice, while the structured 
programme, with some variation to highlight individual strengths, supports candidates to 
achieve at all levels. 
The initial mind-mapping on the first page leads to the ‘surf’ topic, which is later revised into 
a design brief for a surf wax company on page 3 of the submission. 
This submission is placed in the middle of the Excellence grade range because: 

• processes, materials, and techniques are explored on pages 2–4, developing the use of 
type, pattern, and photography 

• sequencing, sizing, and editing of work highlight the candidate’s thinking process 

• the last four pages show reflection on experimental work to extend ideas into further 
developed photography, two sequences of posters, and a website 

• in the poster development sequences, the art-making intention is refined through 
iteration 

• multiple iterations of posters, which implement successful previous art-making 
approaches, provide visual evidence of evaluation. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Level 1 Visual Arts 

91914  Explore Visual Arts processes and 
conventions to inform own art making 
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Excellence 

No part of the candidate’s evidence in this exemplar material may be presented in an external 
assessment for the purpose of gaining an NZQA qualification or award. 



















Excellence 
 
 

Subject:  Visual Arts 

Standard:  91914    

Marker commentary 

This submission documents the process of developing painting and sculptural outcomes. 
Work for the submission is completed in an A4 workbook, which is collated to fulfil the 
assessment specification of eight A3 pages. 
The initial theme arises from recorded visual information of Māori Manaia (a type of spiritual 
guardian) and Mexican alebrijes (carvings of mythical creatures), suggesting an integrated 
teaching and learning programme that includes Achievement Standard 91912. 
This submission is placed in the middle of the Excellence grade range because: 

• the densely populated pages allow the candidate to fully investigate each process, 
leading to competent manipulation in character design sketching, painted 
compositional studies, and textural tests, among others 

• reflection on each sequence of compositional studies is evident in subsequent studies 
as media usage progresses 

• extension is evident, particularly on pages 6 and 7, with the introduction of another 
related cultural idea – river and guardian spirits from Japanese legend, juxtaposed 
alongside taniwha and the Manaia. 

• the final page documents planning for more sustained outcomes, while drawing on 
additional research by using symmetry in the compositions to draw comparisons 
between the subject matter. 
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