
 

 
 
 

 

 

Level 1 Dance 2024 

91939  Demonstrate understanding of the elements 
of dance in a dance sequence 
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Merit 

No part of the candidate’s evidence in this exemplar material may be presented in an external 
assessment for the purpose of gaining an NZQA qualification or award. 
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Grade 
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M6 

Marker commentary 

Merit understanding is evidenced by depth and detail of chosen dance 
elements, e.g. intimate, close, and far proximity. Weight-bearing and 
counterbalance are differentiated with clear, detailed, and accurate 
definitions, e.g. dancers are dependent (weight-bearing) or interdependent 
(counterbalance). 

The opening six sentences of "Why Proximity" explains in some detail the 
connections between elements and purpose. 

Three specific examples (intimate, close, and far proximity) show detail and 
depth. 

The opening two sentences of "Why Proximity" show thorough 
understanding of the role, value, and contribution of proximity in the 
sequence, and this is illustrated by the chosen examples. The response 
explains how varying types of proximity helps to communicate the purpose 
or to create effect. 

Written and visual evidence of understanding is further supported by 
purposeful use of proximity in the sequence. Components are applied with 
variety to contribute to the idea and purpose of the sequence. Examples 
have been chosen to illustrate this purposeful use. 

The response is focused on the dance elements and components. Clear 
links are made to purpose, and to ideas. 

To achieve Excellence the response needs to: 

• show similar understanding of a second element
• give further detail in the elements and components, e.g. personal,

social, and distant proximity.




