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Marker commentary 

Another Brick in the Wall. In this script the candidate clearly states the context that they 
will link the music to in the first paragraph i.e. to comment on the negativity of the British 
education system (in the 1950s). 
The candidate explains how the bands decision to use a children’s choir and a 
headmaster’s voice “yelling at the children” links directly to the school system and the 
band member’s experience of school. “By conveying this message through a children’s 
choir, it helps the audience to see who would actually have experienced the bad system 
and feel sympathy and agreement with the message.” “This shows the band’s 
experience, teachers were not kind to their students, contributing to the oppression and 
negativity of the education system. 
The candidate explores how the lyrics contribute to the context with the line “we don’t 
need no education” explaining how the use of a “double negative shows the failure of the 
system to actually teach children and says in reality we do need education.” The 
candidate expands on the context of the song explaining that it not education that is the 
issue, but how the different parts of the education system can create negative 
experiences, which he links to the experiences of the composer. 
The candidate discusses how the tonality of the piece contributes to the message. The 
predominant use of a I minor chord throughout the verses “shows how little change 
occurs in the British system, and how they spent a lot of their time in a depressing and 
boring state.” 
 
Kai Tangata. In this response the candidate clearly states the context that they will link 
the music to in the first paragraph i.e. the New Zealand musket wars. 
The candidate explains the contextual use of Putatara and how the use of it in this piece 
links to the idea of Maori wars. “This instrument is often used in Maori culture as a 
signalling device, or in this case a call to arms. This conveys the context of the song as it 
reminds the listener of Maori culture. It’s traditional use as a call to arms helps to show 
the context of war. 
The candidate explains how the use of fast rhythmical drum hits (providing direction to 
find an example of this) are used to “imitate the sound of rapid gunfire, helping to 
recreate the memory of the musket wars and showing their violent nature.” 
The candidate explains how the band used dynamics and texture to build from a quiet 
start to an intense battle as in war. 
The candidate discuses how each verse mentions Tumatauenga the Maori God of war 
links to the memory of the musket wars. 

 




