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Marker commentary 

Whetu – In this script the candidate has clearly stated the context as “The songs message is 
focussed on young ones carrying on their ancestors’ legacy. This message is important as it 
helps in being connected with culture and reminds you that your ancestors are a source of 
strength and wisdom.” 
The candidate provides a timestamp as evidence to back up the following statement “Reti 
(Composer) starts singing in Te Reo, reinforcing the message of the song, as well as 
encouraging others to learn and use the language, helping to preserve the culture.”  
With this statement the candidate has linked the composer’s choice to use Te Reo to the stated 
context of being connected with culture. 
The candidate has also made a music- based link, once again providing a timestamp to support 
their statement that the use of taonga puoro links to their stated context of carrying on their 
ancestor’s legacy. “At 3.36, the song’s outro consists of the koauau’s beautiful melody, this 
foreshadows the introduction of the song whilst also reinforcing Maori values and expressing 
Maori identity. This strong use of taonga puoro enhances the connection to ancestory and land 
by preserving the history of these instruments…” 
 
Pumped Up Kicks - In this script the candidate has clearly stated the context as “based on a 
school shooting, where the listener gets a full audible experience of the shooter’s perspective. 
The artists’ message was to spread awareness on gun violence affecting young ones and allow 
the listens to be informed.” 
Providing timestamps as supporting evidence the candidate explains how the use of effects on 
the vocal during the verses of the song, link to the context of a school shooting “At 0.33 he then 
starts to sing with a mic effect added on the vocals… . The verses contain this effect to replicate 
the school speaker, linking back to the overall message of the song. At 0.59, he says “he’s 
coming for you” twice as a repetitive effect to emphasise the importance of being aware. link to 
the context they outlined. 
Providing timestamps the candidate also explains how the use of effects during the choruses link 
to the context. 
“The chorus also uses an echo effect on the vocals to create an empty school hallway type of 
atmosphere, reinforcing the message of the song. 

  




