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Q Grade 
score Marker commentary 

One E8 

The candidate used a prompt to compose a waiata for a young wahine 
as she gets a Moko-Kauae. The waiata is sung by a family member and 
in the video there is evidence that the candidate, playing guitar, is 
leading. Musical ideas have been effectively connected to the 
candidate’s creative intention of composing music that will support and 
sustain someone as they receives their moko. The candidate clearly 
describes their creative processes, explaining and justifying the choices 
she has made, including the importance of simplicity. There is evidence 
of very secure stylistic and cultural knowledge. The accurate chord 
chart includes a strumming pattern and in combination with the video, 
would easily allow others to perform it. The waiata has a beautiful 
melodic line, effectively expressing powerful lyrics over a secure 
harmonic progression. 

 




