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INSTRUCTIONS

You must answer using paragraphs.

Answer ONE of the questions below with reference to one or more classical art works or buildings.

QUESTIONS (Choose ONE)

How did the stylistic features of a classical art work help communicate a message(s)?
Explain how the design and / or decoration of a classical building served society’s needs.

. How did an artist communicate classical ideals through the depiction of the human body?
In what ways was a later culture influenced by a classical art work?

CLASSICAL ART WORK(S) OR BUILDING(S)
Perseus and Amdromeda

PLANNING

lentify
Describe
Purpose
Significance
World

Nicias - Hellenic artist
Pompeii

Heroic nudity

Amdromeda pose
Composition - The way your eyes move through the painting. Colour backround - setting -

ANSWER

Type your answer in the space below. You should aim to write a concise answer of no more than 750-800 words. (The
counter will change colour when you reach the recommended word count.) The quality of your writing is more important

than the length of your answer.

Support your answer with evidence from one or more classical art works or buildings.
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The perseus and Amdromeda fresco was found in Pompeii and has a width of 93cm and a height of 106cm. This artwork depicts
Perseus after he has saved Amdromeda. The fresco highlights the end of Perseus's quest and shows him in a very powerfull way.
The Fresco was a copy of an earlier artwork done by Nicias a Hellenic artisit. The fresco depicts Perseus and Amdromeda as the
ideal classical figures through the depiction of their bodies. The depiction of their bodies shows us what the ideal Greek body type
for men and woman was.

A very important way we see classical ideals is through Perseus's heroic nudity. In the Fresco Perseus is wearing nothing but a
cape. This is exposing his body completely to the viewers. This is conciderd heroic nudity as it dipicts Arete the Greek idea of
excellence in all things. The muscles are carefully shaded to make them look bigger and more relaisitc. Heroes in anctient Greece
were conidered to be closser to gods than mortals we see evidence of this in this fresco as Perseus is depicted with a perfect body.
Gods were considdered perfect beings in every way especially there bodies. The idea that perseus's body is similar to that of a gods
shows us that perseus had the ideal male body. This is significant as it shows us what the ancient Greeks believed the ideal body
looked like. Perseus's ideal body is similar to the ideal body in todays society. This shows that though there has been alot of time
some thing stay very similar.

Amdromeda in this fresco is depicted standing on a rock slightly turned away from perseus. Amdromeda is depicted in light yellow
drappery that is covering most of her body besides the top left. This is significant because it shows Amdromeda in a modest way
while also showing her as a very beuatiful woman of the time. Amdromedas pose and clothing is what would have been epected of
an ancient Greek woman. Amdomeda is concidered to be the ideal woman of her time and this is shown through her dipiction. The
clothing, her pose and the slight nudity all work together to dipict her as the idealised Greek woman. It is also imprtant to note that
she is a helpless woman being saved by the hero. This plays into the gender roles of the time allowing the ancient Greek woman to
see her as a role model of sorts as she is the ideal woman all Greek men would have wanted. | find it very interesting how the artisit
has managed to depict her in a very modist ideal way while also showing intimate parts of her body. In todays society there isn't
conciderd one ideals body type. This depiction of Amdromeda can teach modern day society about healthy bodies and embower
woman with different body types.

The clours and background in this fresco helped highlight perseus and Amdromedas bodies. The striking darker coulours on
Perseus and the lighter coulours on amdormeda are a direct contrast to the dull some what colourless backround. Perseus is very
tan in this fresco as would be expecte for a hero of his time. This dark colouring draws our eyes to him as he stands out the most.
This makes us as the viwer pay more attention to perseus and his body. On the other hand Amdromeda is dipicted in bright yellow
drapery with milky white skin. This also creates a contrast with the dull setting. The colours used to paint amdormeda make her
stand out and bring her to our attention. This makes her stand out from the backround showing her in detail. The contrast of
Persius's dark brown skin and Amdromedas milky white skin is also significant. This contrast tells us alot about what was conciderd
the ideal skin colour for men and woman of the time. Women were portrayed as very white this is because woman in ancient Greece
conciderd white milky skin to be ideal. On the other hand men who had tan skin were conciderd to be ideal. The colours and contrast
used in this fresco highlight the two main focuses of the artwork and highlight their ideal bodies. This fresco went on to influence
many other works of art of the time and you can see simularities betwen this fresco and painting that would come to be in the future.
This fresco is still widely conciderd to be very powerfull and important in our understadning of the ancient world. Many people still go
to view this fresco as it is shown at a muesem in Naples Italy.

In conclusion the artist depicted Greek ideals through Perseus and Amdromedas bodies by useing heroic nudity, Amdromedas pose
and coulouring and contast. All four of these techniques were executed perfectly by the artist showing the figures as haveing the
perfect Greek bodies. Ultimatley this fresco taught us about what the ideal physique, skin colour and pose was for people in ancient
Greece. By studying this artwork | have gained a greater appreciation for artisits and there work. Every feature in this fresco has a
meaning and a purpose. By inderstanding the artwork | began to see the story the artist was creating.
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SIELE Marker commentary
score
This response demonstrates general understanding of the significance of the
Perseus and Andromeda Fresco. An understanding of the ideas related to the
art work are shown through discussion of Perseus’ figure and the role of
Ad gender in ancient society.

The response includes some points well, such as the use of colour to reflect
gender roles. However, minor errors interfere with flow, and some sections
are brief and superficial.
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