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91337  Use visual communication techniques to generate design ideas 
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Merit 

No part of the candidate’s evidence in this exemplar material may be presented in an external 
assessment for the purpose of gaining an NZQA qualification or award. 









































Merit 

Subject: Design and Visual Communication 

Standard: 91337 

Total score: 05 

Marker commentary 

The candidate demonstrates a skilful application of techniques, which communicates a greater 
understanding of the ideas through visual means. The submission uses a variety of techniques, 
including hand-drawn sketches, tonal rendering, mood boards, and detailed drawing families (floor 
plans and perspectives). The level of visual explanation provided clarity regarding the design intent. 

Functional Qualities: The submission details functional elements such as circulation (showing entry, 
dining areas, and the placement of an elevator for accessibility). Construction and material choices are 
explored, noting materials like 'smooth-as-silk concrete' and 'wooden planks' for structural support. 
Dimensions are included in the final floor plans and elevations, which clarifies the scale of the cafe. 

Aesthetic Qualities: The design is based on the Brutalist architecture era. The aesthetic exploration 
clarifies the use of geometric shapes, large boxy forms, concrete materials, and the style of the 
furniture. The development pages show the manipulation of form, combining the strong box structures 
with circular elements in the interior and exterior design. 

The initial concepts included a range of differing interpretations, from an inward-focused courtyard 
structure and a simple two-storey box, to a highly complex, interconnected modular structure (Idea 7, 
inspired by the Kenjo Kuma Starbucks cafe). 

The subsequent development demonstrates the purposeful exploration of these divergent ideas, where 
elements (like the square base and circular top) are manipulated and combined to create the final 
form.  

This work meets the standard for Merit by providing detailed clarification and using techniques skilfully, 
but lacks the comprehensive exploration (informative and easy to follow) and the evidence of extended 
reflection in design thinking typically required for the Achievement with Excellence grade. 
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