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Level 3 Classical Studies 2025
91394 Analyse ideas and values of the classical world

Credits: Four

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Analyse ideas and values of the 
classical world.

Analyse, in-depth, ideas and values of 
the classical world.

Analyse, with perception, ideas and 
values of the classical world.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should attempt ONE of the questions in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–11 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

Do not write in the margins ( ). This area will be cut off when the booklet is marked.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.

SUPERVISOR’S USE ONLY

Draw a cross through the box ( )  
if you have NOT written in this booklet

+

No part of the candidate’s evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining an NZQA qualification or award.

TOTAL 06Merit







 



Merit 

Subject:  Classical Studies 

Standard:  91394 

Total score: 06 

Grade 
score Marker commentary 

M6 

This response demonstrates clear analytical understanding and addresses the 
character’s identity in relation to the question by focusing on how duty and 
obligation shape who the character becomes. Rather than naming specific 
identity roles (such as warrior, father, or leader), the candidate frames identity 
through the character’s sense of responsibility and obligation to others. 
The response demonstrates a sustained and coherent line of argument, 
making effective use of relevant textual evidence from across the work. 
Importantly, the candidate draws on both the early and later books of Virgil’s 
epic, showing awareness that Aeneas’ identity continues to develop beyond 
Books 1, 2, and 4. Evidence from the later half of the Aeneid is used to 
reinforce how duty increasingly defines Aeneas’ sense of self, rather than 
limiting the discussion to his early emotional struggles. 
Key moments are explained in terms of how obligation influences the 
character’s sense of self, rather than simply describing actions or events.  
Contextual understanding is evident and appropriately integrated, particularly 
in relation to Roman ideology, such as pietas (duty to gods, family, and state), 
loyalty to fate, and the expectation that personal desire must be sacrificed for 
the future of Rome. Context is used to support interpretation rather than 
replace it, and references to Roman expectations and values are generally 
accurate and relevant. However, identity is treated in a generalised manner. 
While the response explains how duty shapes identity, it does not state what 
that identity is, or fully explore the difficulties, conflicts, or personal cost 
involved.  
There is limited discussion of competing roles or moments where different 
identities clash. Overall, the response reaches a strong Merit but does not 
move into the evaluative depth required for Excellence. 
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