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Level 3 Classical Studies 2025
91396 Analyse the impact of a significant historical figure 

on the classical world

Credits: Six

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Analyse the impact of a significant 
historical figure on the classical world.

Analyse, in-depth, the impact of a 
significant historical figure on the 
classical world.

Analyse, with perception, the impact 
of a significant historical figure on the 
classical world.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should attempt ONE of the questions in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–11 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

Do not write in the margins ( ). This area will be cut off when the booklet is marked.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.

SUPERVISOR’S USE ONLY

Draw a cross through the box ( )  
if you have NOT written in this booklet

+

No part of the candidate’s evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining an NZQA qualification or award.
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Subject:  Classical Studies 

Standard:  91396 

Total score: 08 

Grade 
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E8 

The response establishes a clear argument from the outset: Alexander’s Policy 
of Fusion was ultimately “for the worst.” This is sustained throughout the 
response, with each section logically linked to the central claim. The 
conclusion effectively synthesises the discussion and reinforces the argument. 
 
The response goes beyond description to provide insightful analysis of causes 
and consequences. For example, the discussion of Cleitus and Callisthenes 
illustrates how Alexander’s cultural changes fractured personal relationships, 
while the mutinies at Beas and Opis show the broader impact on military 
cohesion and imperial stability. There is an evaluation of Alexander’s motives 
(idealistic vs pragmatic) and consideration of the long-term significance of 
these changes, demonstrated with a sophisticated understanding of historical 
complexity. 
 
A wide range of relevant evidence is integrated effectively. Primary sources 
(Arrian, Plutarch, Diodorus, Justin) and modern historians (Tarn, Bosworth, 
Hamilton, Carney, Green) are used to support points rather than simply 
quoted. The candidate engages critically with these perspectives, contrasting 
Tarn’s idealist interpretation with Bosworth’s pragmatic view and incorporating 
modern historiographical debate. 
 
The response is well-organised, moving logically from explanation of the policy 
to its impact on relationships, then to the army, and finally to the collapse of 
the empire. Paragraphs are cohesive, and transitions reinforce the argument. 
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