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Level 3 English 2025
91474 Respond critically to significant aspects  

of unfamiliar written texts through close reading,  
supported by evidence

Credits: Four

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Respond critically to significant aspects 
of unfamiliar written texts through close 
reading, supported by evidence.

Respond critically and convincingly to 
significant aspects of unfamiliar written 
texts through close reading, supported 
by evidence.

Respond critically and perceptively to 
significant aspects of unfamiliar written 
texts through close reading, supported 
by evidence.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should attempt ALL the questions in this booklet.

Pull out Resource Booklet 91474R from the centre of this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–11 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

Do not write in the margins ( ). This area will be cut off when the booklet is marked.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.

SUPERVISOR’S USE ONLY

Draw a cross through the box ( )  
if you have NOT written in this booklet

+

No part of the candidate’s evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining an NZQA qualification or award.
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Subject:  English 

Standard:  91474 

Total score: 16 

Q Grade 
score Marker commentary 

One M5 

In this response there is a convincing discussion of how 
storytelling allows people to understand one another. An attempt is 
made to unpack two aspects (description and direct speech) with 
some textual detail to address the question. Some limited tracing is 
evident. Further unpacking of the techniques would lift the 
response. 

Two M6 

This response unpacks how two aspects (repetition and syntax) 
have been employed by the author to explore emotions, drawing 
critical judgements about the nature of how our lives are impacted 
by challenges (e.g. social media) in the real-world. A convincing 
and sustained discussion is presented which traces the 
development of ideas and moves ‘in and out’ of the text, bringing 
their discussion back to the text. 

Three M5 

In general, this response deals with each text separately, 
identifying aspects that have been utilised by each writer to make 
sense of life. A convincing discussion of each text is presented, 
drawing a brief comparison between the two texts at the end. 
Further integration of the discussion would enhance their overall 
grade. 
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